
Notices for Sunday 12th July 2020 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

15th in Ordinary Time      //      The New Prophet 

 

JONA’s MESSAGE 
 

This week's set Gospel reading is Matthew 13: 24-30 & 36-43, take time to read it now. 

It's rare that Jesus explains what a parable means, it seems he'd rather let the reader enter 

the story and discover for themselves. Here, though, the explanation comes a few verses 

later. 

It would be easy to tell the difference between wheat and weeds by simply looking at them. 

By what criteria do we decide whether those we meet are 'wheat' or 'weeds' in the sense of 

this parable? And are our criteria fair? Do we too quickly rush to judge or categorise 

people? 

If we are honest, we could also say that there is both wheat and weeds in our lives; that is 

to say things that glorify and point to God and things that don't. There are things that build 

his Kingdom in us and through us, and things that stifle and inhibit. What do we do or need 

to do to allow the Holy Spirit to pull out the weeds from our lives? What do we do or need 

to do to facilitate the growth of wheat in our lives? And in the Church? And in the wider 

world? 

Sit quietly for a few moments and offer your thoughts and responses to God. 

 

Prayers 

A reminder of the invitation to join me in daily prayer at 1:30pm, or whenever works for 

you. This week we pray for: 

An outpouring of God's Spirit on the Church, our communities and wider. 

Those suffering with Covid-19 and their families and friends 

Those in leadership roles 

For 'wheat' in our lives to glorify God. 

Our own church community that we may show Christ in our response to those around us 

and each other. 

Please don't allow this list to be prescriptive, pray as the Spirit leads. 

 

I've been really challenged and encouraged by this short prayer which I pray daily and 

share with you with encouragement to make your own: 

To You, O Lord, I surrender my life. 

I pray to be Your servant. 

I pray to be aligned with Your will. 

I pray to fulfil divine potential for your glory.                                                             Amen 

    



LECTIONARY 

 

Genesis 25 : 19-34,   Psalm 119 : 105-112,  Romans 8 : 1-11,  Matthew 13 : 1-9, 18-23. 
 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) What were Rebekah’s twin boys called? 

2) Add the missing words to this verse “ The one who received the …. that fell on …..  

     places is the man who ….. the word and at once receives it with …” 

 You will find the answers on the back page. 
 

REV DAVID MacDONALD 
 

The funeral of David MacDonald will take place on Tuesday 21st July. Due to Covid 19 

restrictions, this will be a small event for family only. There will be a Service of 

Celebration and Thanksgiving for David's life at a later date. 

Should you wish to send cards to Fiona and Alistair, David's children, then their addresses 

are available from Bev, Geoff and Jona. 

 

PRAYER WALK FOR  SHADE 
 

We are planning a walk round Ponteland and Darras Hall to pray for SHADE (Samburu 

Health Advancement, Diagnosis and Education). The news from Kenya is not good. Please 

pray and if you can support this initiative. Further details will follow shortly.      Rosemary  

 

OUR STREET CAN INITIATIVE 
 

Well - firstly an enormous thank you for your support during this amazing campaign.  The 

campaign will only run now through to the end of THIS week and the final drop offs to the 

Hilton will be between 10th and 14th July. We will let you know the final total of items 

collected but it is well over 15,200 already.   

Many thanks                                                                           Rosemary Gray and Ela Akay 

 

Circuit Administrator and Bookkeeper - Job advert 
 

The North West Durham Methodist Circuit requires a Circuit Administrator and 

Bookkeeper from 1st August 2020. The post is part time, 15 hours per week including 3 

hours for Bookkeeping at an hourly rate of £10.88. The post includes minute taking at 

Circuit and Circuit Leadership Team meetings which would involve up to 9 evening 

meetings a year in addition to the 15 hours per week.  General office and computer skills 

and a working knowledge of using social media are essential. A full job description is 

available on request from North West Durham Methodist Office, Leadgate, contact 

nwdurhamcircuit@hotmail.co.uk Please send a copy of your CV with a written letter as to 

why you would like the job and what you can bring to it to Mrs Sylvia King, contact details 

obtainable from the circuit office. 

The closing date for applications is Monday, 20th July. 



BIBLE SOCIETY LUNCH 

 

This Autumn’s lunch at the URC Broadway has been cancelled, due to the continuing 

uncertainty of holding large gatherings in Churches. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Jesus, by your wounded feet, direct our path. Jesus, by your nailed hands, move us to deeds 

of love. Jesus, by your pierced side, purify our desires. Jesus by your broken heart, knit 

ours to yours.                                                                                                                  Amen 

 

 

Loving God, you call us to respond, to receive, and to let go, and invite us to trust your 

gospel call, your gospel way and your gospel life. Wherever life is full, joy is deep and 

grace abundant, or where these gifts are yet glimpsed and yearned for, help us to let go and 

to take up, to give and to receive and, in all our ventures and deliberations, to be  inspired 

and guided by the dying and rising of your Son, our shepherd, Saviour and companion. 

Thus, may we come to rest in your eternal self-giving love, glimpsed in beauty, received in 

kindness, made known in fellowship with you and one another, enduring forever in our 

hills, valleys and dwelling places.                                                                                Amen 

 

Looking to Jesus, let us run the race that is set before us. 

Rooted in the faith of the saints, let us keep an even pace. 

Grounded in catholic love, let us rejoice in God’s grace.                                            Amen 

 

Gracious and loving God, as we give thanks for the 75th anniversary of the liberation of 

the Channel Islands from war-time occupation, for the gift of homecoming, for freedom 

and for the ongoing work of reconciliation between former enemies: 

help us to learn history’s many lessons for our own day; 

enable us to respond to the good news of Jesus Christ by building bridges of healing and 

hope; 

assist us in recognising that all are precious children in God’s eyes;  

and teach us, O God, the profound challenge of responding to the good news that “there is 

no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 

for all … are one in Christ Jesus.”                                                                               Amen 

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:Geoffandangela@btinternet.com


 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25:25,26)      2) seed, rocky, hears, joy  (Matthew 13:20) 


