
Notices for Sunday 14th February 2021 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

Week before Lent  //  Repentance and Renewal  //  Racial Justice Sunday 

 

MESSAGE FROM ROBIN BROOKS 
 

This Sunday celebrates St Valentine’s Day, when, we are told, a young man’s 

fancy turns to thoughts of love. Perhaps some of you will have received a token of 

that love, maybe a card from your heartthrob, but for many, the memories of those 

we love or have loved, will be sufficient to warm our hearts. However, we should 

remember the 3rd century martyred St Valentine much more for his evangelical and 

strong faith, than for the fact he wrote a final letter to a young girl he had healed, 

which ended with the words ‘from your Valentine’. Our earthly faith journey 

hopefully won’t end as St Valentine’s did in martyrdom, but we are still called to 

share the same zeal for our Saviour.  

 

On a totally different subject, but still involving days of celebration, we remember 

that Tuesday of this coming week is Pancake Day. You either love or loathe 

pancakes, but you have the choice to enjoy or decline them next Tuesday. For 

Christians, what Shrove Tuesday precedes is less easy to reject, namely Ash 

Wednesday and the start of Lent. Lent is the 6½ week period from Ash Wednesday 

to Easter Day, when we are asked to prepare ourselves spiritually on our own faith 

journey to Holy Week, to be ready for the joy of Easter morning. From Old 

Testament times, fasting, or self-denial has been a part of preparing for a major 

festival and for some, preparing for Easter has been an opportunity to do this. The 

recollection that Jesus fasted in the wilderness for 40 days in preparation for his 

ministry, triggered the linking of Jesus’ wilderness experience and our own 

preparations for Easter.  

 

Fasting is far from an essential part of Lent, but it can be a help in focusing one’s 

mind on the spiritual aspects of preparing for Holy Week. Reflection, quiet and 

study time during Lent are the traditional ways of preparing for Easter. Elsewhere 

in this newssheet are listed some of the resources that are available to us this year.  

 

    



Don’t forget that Pat or I are happy to talk on the ‘phone should you need to share 

anything. 

Wishing you all a blessèd and meaningful Lententide. 
 

                                                                            Rev Robin Brooks  01661 854452 

 

LECTIONARY 
 

Sun 14th  - 2 Kings  2 : 1-12, Psalm 50 : 1-6, 2 Corinthians 4 : 3-6, Mark 9 : 2-9. 

Wed 17th – Joel 2 : 1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58 : 1-12,  Psalm 51 : 1-17,  

                     2 Corinthians 5 : 20b > 6:10,  Matthew 6 : 1-6, 16-21. 
 

The following questions are from today’s (14th) Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) How many shelters were put up on the mountain and who were they for? 

2) How many men from the company of prophets went and stood at a distance? 

 You will find the answers on the back page. 

 

LENT RESOURCES  2021 
 

Due to this year’s Covid lockdown, the usual weekly Ponteland Ecumenical Lent 

Study Groups have not been arranged. However, Rev Colin Barrick and Milbourne 

Chapel have kindly opened their Tuesday evening on-line ‘Zoom’ Lent Studies to 

others who may wish to joint them. The first session will be on Tuesday 23rd  

February. More information and joining details will be published in next Sunday’s 

Newssheet. Our thanks go to Chris Cogan who was instrumental in coordinating 

this. 

If ‘Zoom’ isn’t your thing, there are many other resources you may wish to use to 

help you reflect during Lent! 

If you already read daily Bible Study Notes from one of the Bible reading 

associations (BRF, Scripture Union, IBRA, et al), then these may already cater for 

your needs. If you are looking for a free alternative daily reading source, a 

possibility is one you can download from the web and supplied by ‘All You Can’, 

the Methodist relief organisation. It is available from: 

www.allwecan.org.uk/lent   

If you are like me and with a failing memory, you may well have a Lent study book 

from a previous year which can be read again to good advantage. 

If you don’t mind purchasing a Lent Study book, there are many available. My 

recommendation for on-line purchases of Christian books is Eden’s which you will 

find at: 

www.eden.co.uk/   

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/lent
http://www.eden.co.uk/


If you use the Eden site, click on a book, then scroll down the page to see a full 

description of the contents. Some of the Lent books are daily studies, others for 

weekly groups, but the choice is extensive. Even now, it’s not too late to order for a 

delivery in a few days.  

Of course, other book suppliers who are non-UK taxpayers are available if you 

want! 

                                                                                                               Robin Brooks 

 

CIRCUIT SERVICE FOR SUNDAY 14th  FEBRUARY 
 

This week’s service is led by Rev Tim Woolley on the theme of “Skin Deep” 

(Jesus heals the leper) The Bible Readings are from Psalm 30 and Mark Ch 1 v 

40-45 - Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy 

 

FEBRUARY CORNERSTONE 
 

A reminder that this month’s magazine is available on the church website. If you 

press ‘control’ and click on the link below, it will take you straight to it. 

http://www.ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-

Feb2021.pdf                                                                                           Andrew Pay 

 

SAD NEWS 
 

Sadly, Tatiana's mum has passed away, having been in hospital for several weeks 

after contracting Covid-19.  Tatiana is very grateful for the on-going prayers and 

messages of support from her friends here in Ponteland.                                   Bev 

 

DISTRICT NOTICE 
 

Faith after Doubt with Brian McLaren, 23 February 6pm. 
 

Brian McLaren is an author and speaker.  In his latest book ‘Faith after Doubt’ he 

describes a journey from simple faith through doubt, complexity and finally to 

harmony.  We are delighted that he has offered Darlington District a date on his 

virtual book tour [people in Newcastle District are very welcome to join the 

conversation]. Brian will answer questions about what it means to grow and learn 

through our doubts and what it means to live in communities of harmony.  Places 

are restricted so that all present have the opportunity to ask questions.  Don’t miss 

out, book here to reserve a place  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/136011316509   

   

                                                                                                            Hazel Sargeant 

 

http://www.ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-Feb2021.pdf
http://www.ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-Feb2021.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/136011316509


 

PRAYERS 
 

Gracious God, guide of all who put their trust in you: grant us in all our doubts and 

uncertainties the grace to seek your will, that your Holy Spirit may save us from all 

false choices and that in your light we may see light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

                                                                                                                            Amen  
 

Gracious God, we hang our heads, shamed by our arrogance that we wilfully, 

whilst pleading ignorance, defile your magnificent world entrusted to us. Forgive us 

for the choices we’ve made that damage and destroy. Empower us to challenge 

actions that perpetuate devastation. Enlighten us to alternative ways of living in 

order to stir the beginnings of restoration and repair.                                        Amen 
 

O Lord of majestic mountain and roaring sea, O Lord of astonishing beauty and 

outlandish loveliness, O Lord of the minuscule, the overlooked and the never seen, 

O Lord of the extraordinary and the everyday, open our eyes to see your presence,  

our ears to hear the whisper of your voice and, realising you in every place and 

every moment of our existence, may we live with justice, peace, care and hope.     

                                                                                                                            Amen 
 

O God, from whom to turn is to fall, to whom to be turned is to rise, and in whom 

to stand is to abide for ever. Grant us in all our perplexities your guidance, in all 

our dangers your protection, and in all our sorrows your peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.                                                                                                  Amen  
 

Almighty God, you are present in all places, town and county, this is your world; 

help us to be mindful of all you have given us to care for. 

Help us to show our discipleship by recycling and reusing whenever we can. 

Please God, we want recycling in our own lives: may we experience the renewing 

grace of your Son and the rejuvenation of your Holy Spirit and may gifts and 

virtues that have become tired or overlooked be reused. 

O God, renew our faith and holiness that we may be refreshed, blessed and 

transformed into the Christians you want us to be.                                            Amen  

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 
 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) 3 , Jesus, Moses, Elijah  (Mark 9:5)     2) 50  (Kings 2:7) 

mailto:Geoffandangela@btinternet.com

