
Notices for Sunday 14th  June 2020 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

11th in Ordinary Time  //  Methodist Homes Sunday  //  The Glory of the Lamb 

 

MESSAGE FROM JONA 

 

The set Gospel reading for today is Matthew 9:35-10:8. Stop and read it now. 

 

Every year we tell the story of Jesus ... through Advent to Christmas ... through Lent to 

Easter ... through the Easter season to the Ascension and on to Pentecost when we 

celebrate the birth of the church and the coming of the Spirit. And it’s a glorious story ... 

full of challenges and hard choices and wonders, and betrayal and suffering.  And it’s a 

story that ends with joy, hope, forgiveness and new life.   

 

But today the story has been told and we move back into what the lectionary calls 

“ordinary time”. The story’s been told but it hasn’t ended. In many ways it’s just begun.  

You and I, together with all those who worship across the world today ... whether we’re 

reading and reflecting on written services, or sharing in services on the internet, or gathered 

in households for prayer, or alone in our homes ... we are the church, and we live in 

ordinary time ... we live with the joyful knowledge of the resurrection, and there is work to 

be done. 

 

In our Gospel reading it was compassion for those in need that moved Jesus to commission 

the twelve disciples and send them out to help with the work. He sent them out to those 

who needed the message of hope, to those who needed healing, and he sent them out to 

love and bring healing to those whom society considered untouchable and unlovable – the 

outsiders and the outcasts. To such as these the disciples were called to proclaim the good 

news of the Kingdom of God. 

 

And it’s the same today. Our buildings may be closed but the people are still here. For 

some the needs are obvious, for others they are hidden, invisible to casual observation. And 

society still has its outsiders and outcasts.  

 

Healing takes many forms – physical, emotional, mental, spiritual.  There are people who 

need our prayers. There are people who need us to reach out to them ... to hear a friendly 

voice on the phone or receive a card or a letter or a ‘hi’ across the internet.  There are 

people who need more practical help. Some encounters will be easy and pleasant ... others 

will not. 

 

    



So, as the church year moves once again past Trinity Sunday and back into ordinary time, 

we’re reminded afresh that every day is a new beginning. Our buildings are closed but the 

Church is not, and Jesus, filled with compassion, is still calling workers to the field  to 

proclaim the Kingdom of God in word and deed.  And the field to which he calls us is all 

around us. 

 

Take a time to sit quietly 

 

Prayers 

A reminder of the invitation to join me in daily prayer at 1:30pm, or whenever works for 

you. This week we pray: 

Continual Prayers for: 

An outpouring of God's Spirit on the Church, our communities and wider. 

Those suffering with Covid-19 and their families and friends 

The NHS staff and all who are responding. 

Those struggling with loneliness. 

Our own church community that we may show Christ in our response to those around us 

and each other. 

Weekly Prayers for: 

The Methodist Church and those in leadership. 

Our ecumenical friends. 

A Spirit of listening, justice and healing in our society and community.  

One person who God lays on your heart. 

Courage to listen to the Spirit, respond and act. 

Please don't allow this list to be prescriptive, pray as the Spirit leads. 

 

I've been really challenged and encouraged by this short prayer which I pray daily and 

share with you with encouragement to make your own: 

To You, O Lord, I surrender my life. 

I pray to be Your servant. 

I pray to be aligned with Your will. 

I pray to fulfil divine potential for your glory. 

Amen.                                                                                                           Rev Jona Sewell 

 

LECTIONARY 

 

Genesis 18 : 1-15, (21 : 1-7),        Psalm 116 : 1,2, 12-19, 

Romans 5 : 1-8,             Matthew 9 : 35 > 10 : 8 (9-23). 

 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) Can you name the two disciples with the names beginning with “B” and “M”? 

2) What is the name of Abraham’s wife? 

 You will find the answers on the back page. 



OPENING THE BUILDING FOR ‘INDIVIDUAL PRAYER’ 

Please see the additional letter from our District Chair, Rev Stephen Lindridge which 

recommends that local churches should remain closed for the time being. This is in line 

with Methodist Church guidelines at the time of writing. It should have been sent to you 

with the service sheets or hand delivered with the notices. 

However, when the Methodist Church guidelines do change, and only we are confident that 

we can put everything in place to maximise safety, then the managing trustees (church 

council members) will be contacted for a decision on whether we should open for 

individual prayer or not, and when to do so. In the meantime,e please be aware that 

discussions are already taking place with the church stewards, property stewards, and our 

risk assessment and safeguarding officers, to discuss how we may safely open in this way 

should the church council choose to do so, and once permission is given. We are also 

beginning to think through the implications and practicalities of worship for whenever we 

are ready and able to take that step (which we do not expect imminently). 

Feel free to contact me should you wish to chat through any of this.                              Jona 

 

OUR STREET CAN INITIATIVE 

There continues to be a great need for food and other items for those people who are 

vulnerable due to Covid 19. Throughout Northumberland the Community Response teams 

are getting referrals of those affected. This initiative called "Our Street Can" has now 

sent over 14,000  items to people in need. Thanks to everyone who has contributed.If you 

would like to help by giving any of the following items, you may well discover there is a 

collector on your street. If you have access to the internet, you can check this website  

www.ponteland.co/our-street-can  where you will be able to check to see if there is a 

donation point nearby? If not, you can either give them to me or I will collect them. 

This is what they need:- 

FOOD DONATIONS - Non perishable and wrapped unused food 

CLEANING PRODUCTS AND NAPPIES 

TOILETRY DONATIONS 

Unused items including Shower Gel, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Hair brushes, 

Deodorant, Sanitary Towels, Body Lotion, Shampoo. 

Please contact me, Rosemary Gray tel. 822493  or email rosemary.gray19@gmail.com    

For further information about the initiative, you can also contact Ela Akay, email address:- 

ela.akay@doctors.org.uk    

 

VIRTUAL MHA SUNDAY SERVICE 2020  - Covid-19 memorial and remembrance 

service, Sunday 14th June, 3pm. 

For many years MHA Sunday has been an opportunity to give thanks and celebrate our 

specialist care and support services, enabling people to live later life well across Britain. 

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, we have decided to hold our own Virtual MHA Sunday service 

that will be a memorial and remembrance to those we have lost within our MHA family, 

currently over 350 residents, three colleagues and rising. Plus the many thousands 

worldwide who have lost their lives or been affected by this tragedy to date. 
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Our virtual service "Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. 

Your people will be my people and your God my God" (Ruth 1:16) will be broadcast on 

YouTube at 3pm on Sunday 14th June, featuring hymns, prayers and readings from guest 

speakers, we will be celebrating the kindness and resilience of MHA and the world in the 

face of adversity. Take your seat from 2.45pm on Sunday, ready for the 45 minute service 

video to live stream at 3pm - the MHA Sunday Service will be available for all to watch 

from their webpage (you will not need a YouTube account to watch the service).There is 

no link available yet but you should be able to search for it either on the MHA website or 

You Tube on Sunday. 

 

CORNERSTONE  June’s edition can be found using this link to the PMC website :- 

http://ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-Jun2020.pdf    

 

PRAYERS 

 

Be light, O Lord, to our eyes, music to our ears and contentment to our heart. Be sunlight 

in our day, food at our table and rest to us in the night. Let us rejoice to be about your 

business and let us live to your praise and glory, now and for ever.                              Amen 

 

God of miracles and mundanity, God of divine mystery and surprising presence, 

sow the seeds of your compassionate love in our lives. 

God of the well-heeled and the un-homed, God of the amply fed and the empty-bellied, 

grow the seeds of your compassionate love in our communities. 

God of the vociferous and the voiceless, God of the loved and the loveless, may the 

fruitfulness of your compassionate love be known through our witness and  worship, by 

our commitment to justice and our hopeful living, by our inclusive hospitality and our 

generous presence, that your Church may be the good news of Jesus Christ to all.     Amen 

 

Be to us, O Lord Jesus Christ, the table that is set for all, the light that shines from your 

saints and the joy prepared for your people; now and for ever.                                    Amen  

 

Sovereign God, you are our light and our salvation, to you be glory and praise for ever. We 

thank you for the Cross and the wonder of Christ’s love for us: he is the light of the world. 

Anoint us with your Spirit as you call us into your marvellous light. May our lives bear 

witness to your truth and our lips proclaim your praise. Blessed be God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                     Amen 

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) Bartholomew and Matthew (Matthew 10:3)           2) Sarah (Genesis 18:9) 
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