
Notices for Sunday 17th  January 2021 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

2nd in Ordinary Time        //        Messianic Ministry 
 

MESSAGE FROM JONA 
 

This week I've had several conversations with individuals or groups of people in 

which many folk (ordained and lay) have expressed how much harder they are 

finding this lockdown than previous ones. I share this with you, not to make you 

feel sad, but to let you know that if you are struggling at the moment then you are 

not alone. I believe part of the reason why so many folk are finding it harder this 

time is partially due to the season - the weather, the cold and the short darker days - 

but we also cannot underestimate the cumulative effect of months of uncertainty, 

lockdowns and restrictions. If you're struggling then please hang on in there and 

talk to someone about it - feel free to give me a call too. 

 

During the course of the conversations I've also heard many people (ordained and 

lay) express that they are also finding prayer difficult at the moment - again, if this 

is you, please don't lose heart, know that you're not alone, and feel free to get in 

touch with me. We shouldn't be surprised that prayer life is affected by our 

situation; we can often think that the different aspects of our lives (physical, 

emotional, mental, spiritual) are separate, but they are not. We know that what 

happens to one, affects all. So, if you are struggling with prayer, please don't be 

surprised, or feel bad or guilty about it; the current physical, mental and emotional 

turmoil is taking its toll on all aspects. But please persevere, and believe the truth 

that God is with us whether we feel or recognise Him or not! I'm reminded of these 

verses from Isaiah: 

 

But now, God’s Message, 

    the God who made you in the first place, Jacob, the One who got you started, 

Israel: 

“Don’t be afraid, I’ve redeemed you. I’ve called your name. You’re mine. 

When you’re in over your head, I’ll be there with you. When you’re in rough 

waters, you will not go down. 

When you’re between a rock and a hard place, it won’t be a dead end— 

Because I am God, your personal God, The Holy of Israel, your Savior. 

    



I paid a huge price for you: all of Egypt, with rich Cush and Seba thrown in! 

That’s how much you mean to me! That’s how much I love you! 

I’d sell off the whole world to get you back, trade the creation just for you. 

(Isaiah 43: 1-4, Message version) 

 

Stay safe. God Bless.                                                                      Rev Jona Sewell 

Newcastle West Circuit     01661 822057      @WanderingRev 

 

LECTIONARY 
 

1 Samuel 3 : 1-10 (11-20),       Psalm 139 : 1-6, 13-18, 

1 Corinthians 6 : 12-20,           John 1 : 43-51. 
 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) When Nathanael questioned Jesus about how he knew him, where did Jesus say 

he saw him? 

2) Fill in the missing words in these 2 verses “One night …, whose eyes were 

becoming so …. that he could …… see, was lying down in his ….. place  The …. 

of God had not yet gone … and  …… was lying down in the …… of the Lord, 

where the … of God was.“ 

 You will find the answers on the back page. 

 

JONA’S SABBATICAL 
 

We need to identify someone to distribute the notices and worship sheets for the 

four Sundays in February to the 6 people that Jona would normally cover and also 

to deliver the February Cornerstone (to these 6 and to 2 additional people) on the 

first weekend of the month.  Most of the deliveries are to addresses in the village, 

within walking distance of the church. 

If you would be able to help out for all or some of the Sundays concerned, please 

could you let me know at pmc.pastoral@sky.com  

The sheets will be dropped off at your home on Friday afternoons. 

Many thanks.                                                                                                       Bev 

 

THIS WEEKS ONLINE SERVICE 
 

The Newcastle West Methodist Circuit online Service via youTube will be 

available from 0600 on Sunday. It is led by Rev. Tim Woolley and the theme is : 

“All things new”.  The Prayers are led by Fiona Thomson.  Bible readings are 

from John 1 : 43-51, Revelation 21 : 1-7 and Corinthians 5 : 16-21          Geoff 
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FAITH AFTER DOUBT 
 

I am delighted to share with the news that Brian McLaren has chosen Newcastle 

District as a stopping place on his 'virtual book tour'. We have the opportunity to 

share in conversation with Brian on Wednesday 27 January at 6pm. Rev Stephen 

Lindridge will welcome Brian who will share some of the research behind and 

stories from his new book 'Faith after Doubt: why your beliefs stopped 

working' and what to do about it.  

We hope this will be an enjoyable conversation space at a time when current 

restrictions prevent Brian McLaren visiting the UK in person, so he is joining us on 

Zoom to talk about the stories behind his new book and why he believes only doubt 

can save the world, and your faith. Tickets are free but it is essential to book to 

obtain the zoom links. (see last line of this notice) 

FAITH AFTER DOUBT distils McLaren’s forty-plus years of personal struggle, 

heart-to-heart conversations, and research about doubt He outlines a framework of 

the four stages of faith development--Simplicity, Complexity, Perplexity and 

Harmony, - and the role doubt plays in the passage from each stage to the next.  In 

three sections, he explores: 

⦁ Why the onset of doubt can be so scary 

⦁ How doubt can be an opportunity for growth 

⦁ How to live with doubt as a companion, not an enemy 

Each section of the book includes specific questions, exercises, and practical 

guidelines to help readers engage more deeply either individually or with a group.   

In this conversation with Brian we will spend time thinking about “Doubt as 

Growth” the focus of Chapter 5 in the book. How might our doubts help us to grow 

in faith?  Bring questions from your own experience as we share in conversation 

with this well-known author and international speaker. 

For more information email lnnortheast@methodistchurch.org.uk                 Hazel 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Lift up our souls, O God, to the glory of your presence; our minds to the beauty of 

your being and our hearts to the purity of your love; now and forever.         Amen  

 

God of grace and love, embodied in time and space, we glimpse your glory in the 

living Word of Christ and the dancing fire of your Spirit. In the light of your 

presence, you call us to open our eyes to the gift of your good creation and to take 

delight in all that you have made; may we be truly thankful, truly happy and truly 

responsible as we step lightly upon the hallowed earth. In the name of the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.                                                                                         Amen 
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A Psalm of lament and praise in a time of coronavirus 

How shall we praise you, Lord, our God?  When we are locked down, 

how shall we praise you?  When the doors to your house are barred, 

and your people cannot assemble? When those desperately in need of money and 

work cannot even wait in the market-place? When we have to circle round people 

in the street, and to queue for shops maintaining safe distance? 

When we can only communicate by hearing on the phone, or seeing on the screen; 

or digitally messaging, or even just waving through a window? 

When we cannot meet our parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren, 

or other family members and friends? 

When we cannot touch them in their flesh and blood, to know they are really alive? 

How shall we praise you? How, like Thomas, shall we not see yet believe that your 

son is raised among us? How shall we praise you? 

How can I praise you, Lord? Are you plaguing us with this virus to punish us 

because we have all done wrong, or thought wrongly, or felt wrongly, or just been 

wrong? 

If so, why do only some die, and those, apparently, the ones who are the least worst 

or most caring amongst us?  Or are you trying to teach us a lesson? 

If so, why is it so hard to learn?  

And how are we to find the answer when we do not even know the question? 

Or are you still the same loving God, coming to us in our sufferings 

and opening up the way to new life in Jesus? 

Lord, I will try to praise you. Through gritted teeth, I will try to praise you. I will 

try to remember that you have created all things and this virus is part of your 

creation. 

I will try not to hate it but seek to mitigate its harm. I will try to keep myself and 

others safe. I will work to pray for them and seek to help in whatever way I can. 

Lord, when I cannot pray or worship help me be aware of all your people and your 

saints and angels hovering around me, lifting me up. 

When I feel alone, let me feel you near me, even if only for a moment that enables 

me to go on.  Let me hear you say “Peace be with you”. 

Lord, I will praise you. Let all the peoples praise you. 

                                                                                   (The Revd Kenneth Howcroft)  

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com   

 
Bible Quiz Answers:-    1) under a fig tree (John 1:48) 

                       2) Eli, weak, barely, usual, lamp, out, Samuel, temple, ark.  (1 Samuel 3:2,3) 
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