
Notices for Sunday 21st February 2021 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

              1st in Lent      //      Justice for all 

 
MINISTER’S LETTER 

 

It’s almost Spring but we are still in the middle of the Covid 19 shut down.  

No meetings with friends, or family, unless they share your bubble; no church 

services, except on paper, or on-line. When are we going to get back to normal is 

the cry now? But what will normal be when things do change?  

 

Hopefully, we will all have grown in how we look at life and the world around us. 

Although these past 11 months will have taken their toll of you, both mentally and 

physically, maybe also financially. But how about spiritually? Don’t let your 

spiritual life suffer and shrink in the same way.  

 

Lent, which started last week on Ash Wednesday, is when we remember Jesus 

going into the wilderness for a time of testing before he began his Ministry of 

preaching, teaching and healing. 

Without the testing he could not have had his deep walk with God. So maybe we 

should be looking at Covid 19, with it’s shut down of life as we knew it, as a time 

of testing for us? Will you deliberately set aside time each day to talk to God, to 

listen to what he has to say to you, but also to examine your life and how you need 

to grow? 

 

Two weeks ago, the Sunday service was about “starting from scratch”, Juliet’s 

service this week will be on “growing pains”. I presume it will be about no gain 

without pain, but we shall have to see what she says. Looking back at my own life I 

can see that times of pain were indeed times of gain re my walk with God, because 

I leant on him and trusted him more. If you feel you are living in the wilderness, 

then use it to find God in a deeper way. 

 

                                                                                                               Pat Brooks 

 

 

    



LECTIONARY 
 

Genesis 9 : 8-17,    Psalm 25 : 1-10,    1 Peter 3 : 18-22,    Mark 1 : 9-15. 
 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) While the ark was being built for Noah, how many people were saved through 

water?   2) add the missing words to this verse “I have set my ……. in the …… and 

it will be the sign of the …….. between me and the …..”  

 You will find the answers on the back page. 

 

NEWCASTLE WEST CIRCUIT SERVICE 
 

This weekend, the Service is led by Rev Juliet Wriglesworth on the theme of 

“Growing Pains” The Bible readings are from Genesis 9:8-17 and Mark 1:9-15. 

 

LENTEN STUDIES 
 

Dear Friends, Sadly, last year's study was cut short because of lockdown. However, 

we will be starting this year's study on Tuesday 23rd February. It is to be led by 

Rev Colin Barrick, and linked with Milbourne Chapel. The book he will be using 

is this year’s Cover to Cover Lent study: ‘The prayers of Jesus’ by Amy Boucher 

Pye, it is available on Amazon Prime with free delivery. Please note that it will be 

held on Zoom at 2.00pm, and not in the evening as stated in last week’s notices. 

The Zoom link will be in the email sent out with the online service, which includes 

the circuit Wednesday night's circuit study zoom link as well. 

It is really encouraging that we are planning on going ahead. Please spread the 

word to friends. Friends from the other local churches also hope to share with us 

again. Looking forward to getting together with you! 

                                                                                                              Chris Cogan 
 

MARCH CORNERSTONE 
 

The deadline for material to be included in next month’s Cornerstone is 

Friday 26th February, not the 19th as indicated on the back page of the current 

issue. Still another week for you to submit articles and information                  Andy 
 

DOUGLAS AND BARBARA HOGG 
 

Barbara was admitted to hospital last Friday with a urine infection. Although they 

placed her on a Covid ward, she tested negative and has been moved to another 

ward. Douglas remains with his son Adrian and daughter-in-law Dawn and is as 

relaxed as he can be although his memory is failing. We wish them well and hold 

them in our thoughts and prayers.                                                   Maurice and Pat 



ANITA ANDERSON 
 

Andy Anderson and family wish to thank everyone for their messages of 

condolences. They have been a great source of comfort at this difficult time. Anita 

will be buried in Prestwick Cemetery at 1230pm on Thursday 25th February in a 

private family service. A video of the service will be made so those unable to 

attend can share in it. It is hoped to hold a service of thanksgiving followed by a 

social gathering in our garden later in the year.                                                  Andy 
 

MWiB (Methodist Women in Britain) 
 

An invitation has been given to join online to a Zoom meeting of the Newcastle 

District MWiB Zoom gatherings. 

Join online on Sunday 28th February, 2 - 3pm and Sunday 21st March, 2 - 3pm. 

Also, for the Minsteracres Weekend on 27th and 28th March 2021. There will be 3 

meetings 9 - 10am and 6 - 7pm on Saturday and 2 - 3pm on Sunday. You may 

join one, two or three meetings. It is expected there will be time for Worship, Bible 

Study and Fellowship in each session. The 21st March will include a training 

session for anyone unaccustomed to Zoom. Printed material will be available for 

Worship and Bible Study being used in the sessions. 

Interested people should register by emailing mariebeard@ btinternet.com or 

telephoning Marie on 01434 632210 or 07746777251.                            Kathleen 
 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT:  22nd February – 7th March 
 

In Fairtrade Fortnight 2021, the Fairtrade Foundation is asking us to think about the 

challenges that climate change brings to the farming communities with whom it 

works.   It is organising an online “Choose the World You Want” festival.  To 

sign up for events, please go to: 

https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/73941/subscribe/1?ea.tracking.id=fthp2021  

Alternatively, why not mark Fairtrade Fortnight by keeping a tally of every 

fairtrade tea or coffee you drink and make a donation to Traidcraft Exchange for 

each cuppa enjoyed.  You could collect money in a jar and I’ll collect it from you 

after Fairtrade Fortnight, or donations can be made through our Church Treasurer, 

Peter Michell.  Donations made between 8th March and 7th June 2021 will be 

doubled due to the government’s UK Aid Match scheme.                                 Bev 
 

HEDDON DAYTIME FELLOWSHIP 
 

A reminder that Ponteland members are invited to the Daytime Fellowship on a 

Thursday via Zoom!  If anyone is interested in 'zooming in', they are more than 

welcome. It's on every Thursday 10:30am till 12noon. The zoom link is :-  

Meeting ID834 8508 3244 Passcode: Garden21                         Steve Phillipson 

https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/73941/subscribe/1?ea.tracking.id=fthp2021


 

PRAYERS 

 

Come, O most gracious Redeemer, and dwell within us and reign where you have 

the right to reign. By your Holy Spirit take possession of our souls and lead us in 

the ways of righteousness and peace.                                                                Amen  

 

In the darkness of the night,  

may we catch a glimpse of the distant light. In the cacophony and clamour of life,  

may we hear the whisper of God’s voice. 

In the anguish and pain of death and disaster, 

may we feel the breath of hope. 

In the convolutions and disagreements that weigh upon us,  

may the Word of God lighten our load. 

In the loneliness and aloneness of a busy world,  

may we know the presence of our creator God. 

For the earth is the Lord’s and so are we.                                                           Amen 

 

Come to us, O Christ, as the wind that blows the autumn leaves, as the song that 

soothes the troubled child, as the melody that lifts the anxious spirit. Fill us with 

affection for you that is unbounded, desire for you that is unrestrained and a 

yearning for you that throws caution to the winds, and this for your own love’s 

sake.                                                                                                                    Amen 

 

Architect of all we know, we stand in amazed silence, for we were not there when 

you spoke all that is into being, and the heavens rejoiced. 

Was it in a burst of wonder and glory that everything came forth from nothing? 

With your compasses and levels you drew the edges between life and death and set 

in motion the ticking hearts of atoms. 

O maker of me, you thought and plants unfurled, creatures teemed into the corners 

of all the world, more than we can ever name or know. 

And all of this a house for us!                                                                            Amen 

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 
 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) 8  (1 Peter 3 : 20)     2) rainbow, clouds, covenant, earth  (Genesis 9:13) 

mailto:Geoffandangela@btinternet.com

