
Notices for Sunday 26th April 2020 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

             3rd of Easter     //     Apostolic Witness 

 

                   MESSAGE FROM JONA 

The set Gospel reading for this weekend is Luke 24:13-35, I encourage you to stop and 

read it now. 

The story of the two on the road to Emmaus takes place on the afternoon and evening of 

'the same day', i.e. Easter Day. Jesus has risen that morning but the two don't yet fully 

know or understand. The journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus is largely downhill - the 

topographical descent and darkening atmosphere as the light begins to fade seems to match 

the mood: downcast, despondent, sad, uncertain. 

 

Here, on this journey Jesus walks with them though they don't recognise him. How many 

times has Jesus walked wit us but we've not recognised it? or realised he was there?  

 

I often wonder whether if, with hindsight, the two questioned why they didn't realise it was 

Jesus. Have you had moments when you've looked back on a difficult experience and 

realised that Jesus was there all along?  

 

I love that in this story Jesus is recognised in something of the everyday - breaking bread. 

Where do you see Jesus in the everyday? And I love that there response was excitement to 

the extent that they set off for a 7 mile walk back to Jerusalem! How far would you go for 

Jesus? 

 

Hang on in there friends, I know these times are tough. Whether you feel you're descending 

into darkness or rising with joy at the risen Christ, may you know and see Jesus in your 

everyday. 

 

Prayers 

A reminder of the invitation to join me in daily prayer at 1:30pm, or whenever works for 

you. This week we pray: 

Continual Prayers for:- 

An outpouring of God's Spirit on the Church, our communities and wider. 

Those suffering with Covid-19 and their families and friends 

The NHS staff and all who are responding. 

Those struggling with loneliness. 

Our own church community that we may show Christ in our response to those around us 

and each other. 

    



Weekly Prayers for:- 

Those who feel like they're living in darkness 

A greater awareness of God in our day to day living 

Care home staff 

Those struggling to make ends meet 

The members of Girls Brigade and Boys Brigade and their leaders   

Please don't allow this list to be prescriptive, pray as the Spirit leads 

 

                                                                                                                                    Jona 
 

. 
 

LECTIONARY  

 

Acts 2 : 14a, 36-41,    Psalm 116 : 1-4, 12-19,    1 Peter 1 : 17-23,   Luke 24 : 13-35. 

 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) When Peter said ‘Repent and be baptised’, how many accepted this message? 

2) How far was Emmaus from Jerusalem and name one of the 2 men going on the road  

     there?  

 You will find the answers on the back page. 

 

WASH BAGS FOR HOSPITAL PATIENTS 

You will have seen from last week’s notices that we have had an appeal from Jim Magee, 

the hospital chaplain for wash bags for hospital patients. This is something we can all help 

with. Please try to collect the following items:-  

A clear plastic bag to hold the basic essentials of soap, wash cloth, toothbrush and tooth-

paste, plastic comb, small packet of paper tissues. This covers both men and women, the 

only extra for men would be packs of 5 or 10 PLASTIC DISPOSABLE RAZORS. Little 

extras like lip balm and shower gel are also appreciated. Also, wrapped chocolates and 

biscuits for the staff, this prevents handling open products. Staff appreciate the little treats 

that help them through their day. 

If you are able to do this, please me and I will arrange collection either of items or 

completed wash bags and onward delivery to the hospitals in need. Many thanks, 

Rosemary Gray   contact details:-    rosemary.gray19@gmail.com or 01661 822493 

 

WESTEND FOODBANK  

It is very encouraging to hear from Peter Michell that he has been able to send a further 

£499 to the Newcastle Foodbank. £250 came from Ponteland Lions, and the rest has come 

from individual donations. If you would like more news about the Foodbank the link is:- 

https://newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk                                                              Andrew 
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A THANK YOU 

Of course, there are things I can’t do anymore, 

But there are things I can and couldn’t before. 

It may be tomorrow or just round the bend, 

In the meantime however I have more time not less. 

More time to love and more time to bless. 

All those I have known and loved in the past, 

Loved for a moment, love meant to last. 

They are all of them wih me deep down in my heart, 

They are trying to tell me love is an art, 

I am lucky. 

God Bless everyone 

                                                                                                             Joan Harrison 

 

METHODIST HOUSING ASSOCIATION   An update 

I hope you, your family and church community are well.  

It is a disorienting time for us all across the country. Within a month our normal daily lives 

and routines have been disrupted, which for many has caused considerable worry and 

uncertainty.  

Through this, however, I’m proud of how my colleagues across Methodist Homes (MHA) 

have come together. They have shown strength and kindness like never before. Normality 

will return but, given the Government’s announcements, we are preparing for months of 

these new routines and ways of working, while maintaining hope that it may improve 

sooner. My compassionate and caring colleagues have ensured that ‘new normal’ life 

continues with dignity for those we care for at the centre of our approach. 

As a valued partner in our mission to help people live later life well, I’d like to give you an 

update on the approach MHA is taking and ask for your prayers and support. 

 

How coronavirus is affecting our frontline 

We’re monitoring daily the impact of the pandemic upon our care homes, retirement living 

and Live at Home schemes – our services on the front line.  Sadly, at the time of writing, 

we have a small but growing number of residents who have died as a result of Covid-19 

and our first MHA colleague.  As you will appreciate, in many cases these deaths take 

place in the absence of loved ones. 

Staff shortages resulting from the virus continue at around 11% of our workforce, with the 

great majority self-isolating. We are identifying those homes under greatest pressure and 

planning how best to provide support, as well as responding where homes and schemes are 

facing shortfalls in Personal Protective Equipment, hand sanitiser etc. 

 

Please take care of yourself, look after each other and remember that the necessity of hope 

never changes.  

Wishing you, and all who are dear to you, the love and peace of Easter. 

Thank you for all that you are doing, stay safe.                                                         Sam 



PRAYERS 

 

The blessing of the night, O Lord, you have given us for rest and the gift of the day to 

praise your glory. Keep us each day from all sin, protect us in the hour of temptation and 

guide us with the light of your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    Amen 

 

Lord our God,  may each of us in our calling be faithful in our discipleship and loving in 

our encounters with your children. Help us to talk of you passionately and meaningfully 

and awaken us to every opportunity to share your good news. We ask for your blessing as 

we work to bring about your kingdom.                                                                         Amen 

 

Lord our God, dwelling in unapproachable light, source of all wisdom, goodness and truth; 

out of the abundance of our reason we adore you and out of the love of our hearts we praise 

you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.                                      Amen 

 

God of all grace, we rejoice that your love is for all, unlimited and free. 

May we, your children, have the same generous love for the world that you show us in 

Christ. For in Christ, we are all seen and known fully, redeemed and restored, and we need 

never be ashamed of failure.      May we, in responding to all you offer us in Christ, learn 

to view others and see your world only through the lens of your love, which holds us, heals 

us and restores us to fullness of life.                                                                              Amen 

 

God of all hope we call on you today. 

We pray for those who are living in fear: 

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them. 

May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 

We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 

For those people who are worried about attending worship. 

For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other 

For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend. 

Grant us your wisdom. 

Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 

Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 

Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you.                                                           Amen 

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532 or 0771 3000992 , 

by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) About 3000 (Acts2:41)    2) 7 miles,  Cleopas  (Luke 24:13,18) 
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