
Notices for Sunday 28th  February 2021 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

   2nd  in Lent      //      Mercy and Salvation 

 

Message from Robin 
 

“The crocus of hope is poking through the frost.” So said our Prime Minister, Boris 

Johnson this week, as he disclosed the “Roadmap” by which he plans to guide the 

country out of the Covid lockdown. Mr Johnson, of course, was a newspaper 

journalist before he ever took up the cloak of being an elected politician; as such, 

he therefore had a long heritage of communicating his ideas and views in 

metaphors like crocuses, frost, or roadmaps. 

However, Boris’s interest in the prolific use of metaphors, set my mind thinking 

about metaphors in general, and how they are an accepted part of our language.  

A search on the web soon uncovers that our English language is awash with 

metaphors. Examples given include; fit as a fiddle; you’d better pull your socks up; 

she is an old flame; dull as dishwater; bright as a button; silent as the grave, to 

name but a few. 

But Boris is a relative new boy to using metaphors as the Bible is awash with them, 

many now also an accepted part of the English language. As Christians, we are 

very aware of the following few examples:  

"The Lord is my shepherd" ... 

“The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” ... 

"I am the bread of life." ... 

“I am the way and the truth and the light.” ... 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” ... 

"You are the salt of the earth." 

 

As we travel through Lent what will our “Roadmap” towards Good Friday and 

Easter be, and how many metaphors might we come across on the journey? 

Looking at the lectionary readings from this Sunday through to Easter Day, you 

may come across: a cross to carry, a stumbling block, a person who is a temple, 

God taking people by the hand, people wearing out like garments, moths eating 

people, bread which is a body and wine which is blood (no prizes for seeing this 

one!)  

    



But one final metaphor from St Paul to leave you with:  

Christ is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 

from among the dead. (Colossians 1:18) 

Throughout Lent we remember that we travel with Christ towards his being the 

firstborn from the dead (on Easter Day), and we at Ponteland, are a church which is 

his body and, of which, he is the head. God’s blessing to you all – his body! 
 

                                                                  Rev Robin Brooks  01661 854452 
 

LECTIONARY 
 

Genesis 17 : 1-7, 15-16,   Psalm 22 : 23-31,  Romans 4 : 13-25,  Mark 8 : 31-38. 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) When Jesus predicted his death, which disciple did Jesus rebuke? 

2) How old was Abram when the Lord appeared to him? 

 You will find the answers on the back page. 
 

MARJORIE SCARLETT 
 

It is with great sadness that I have to report that Marjorie has been called to Higher 

Service. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all her family. 
 

ANITA ANDERSON 
 

Anita's funeral service which took place at Preswick Cemetery on Thursday and 

was led by Revs Robin and Pat Brooks is available to view on youTube by 

clicking on the following link https://youtu.be/wflxK_uAmWc   
 

TRADICRAFT LIVE FAIR FOR LENT 
 

Matt Oliver from Traidcraft will be helping us to run an online event on Tuesday 

23rd March at 8pm to showcase the new spring catalogue and encourage us to do 

something positive for Lent, rather than giving something up.  

He will talk for about an hour, presenting ideas, products, producer stories, and 

facts about fair trade, giving us all something to tell friends when they ask, “Does 

fair trade make a difference?” 

Details and joining instructions will be included in future weekly notice sheets, but 

in the meantime please SAVE THE DATE and let me know at 

pmc.pastoral@sky.com  if you are interested in taking part. 
 

BACK HOME 
 

Both Lillian Smith and Barbara Hogg are now out of hospital and back home. 

 

https://youtu.be/wflxK_uAmWc
mailto:pmc.pastoral@sky.com


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

This years’ service, to be held on Friday 5th March at 2.15pm was to be held at 

our Church. Because of the pandemic, material for the service is available online 

and all the details and links are on the front page of our website. www.ponteland-

methodist-church.org.uk  This now also includes a link to an International service 

arranged by the International Committee and the Christian Women of Vanuatu.  

Apart from the order of service and introductory presentation, there is also 

information on how to donate – a reminder is also on page 24 of the current 

Cornerstone magazine. 

For those without internet access, a paper copy of the service booklet is available 

too - please contact myself or Christine Pay if you would like one. If you wish to 

access further information about Vanuatu and the World Day of Prayer, their 

website is wwdp.org.uk   The World Day of Prayer is not only a global event – it is 

also an important date in every ecumenical calendar.                                      Angela 
 

LENTEN STUDY 
 

This year for our Ecumenical Lent Course we are following the ‘Cover to Cover 

Lent Study, The prayers of Jesus’ by Amy Boucher Pye, which is available 

through both Amazon Prime, and from Eden Books. 

Rev. Colin Barrick is leading us. He advises that the book is not necessary for us 

to follow the course. However, I do have a copy if you would like to view it. 

Do consider joining us if you can. Every week on Tue, until Apr 6, at 2pm. 

Mar 2nd ,  Mar 9th ,  Mar 16th,  Mar 23rd,  Mar 30th,  and Apr 6th . 

Please note that because of time constraints on the Zoom account, there are two 

links.  Use this one first :- 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/81338219908?pwd=cVRZZ1ljUldvN1BKRkdMSVd4U

EpYUT09   

Meeting ID: 813 3821 9908 Passcode: Lent21 

And this one second:- 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/89428883203?pwd=S0NDeklXWmViMHpPenhnb0Ftbl

dVUT09   

Meeting ID: 894 2888 3203 

Passcode: Lottie9876 

Blessings  Chris.  

                                                                                  Chris Cogan  -   0191 2712637 
 

WEST NEWCASTLE CIRCUIT SERVICE 
 

This week’s service is led by Rev Colin Barrick with the theme “Looking to the 

hills”. The Bible reading is from Luke 7 : 1-13. 

http://www.ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/
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NEW ARRIVAL 
 

Alison and Alistair Stewart have become proud parents of their second child, Walt 

Robin, brother to Ewan and grandson to Irene. He arrived 9 weeks early at 4lb 3oz, 

but both he and Mum are doing well. 
 

MEN’s FELLOWSHIP 
 

Here is the link for the next Men's Fellowship below on Sat 6th March. The 

speaker is Simon Zwolinski. He comes recommended from someone I know in 

Burnhopefield. Topic: Men's fellowship - time: Mar 6th 10:00am   Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86960526947?pwd=WWZMTENoQVN1eXM4dWgw

MTArY3FZUT09    

Meeting ID: 869 6052 6947      Passcode: 2Tim1:7                           Steve Philipson 
 

PRAYERS 
 

O God, since without you we are not able to please you; mercifully grant that your 

Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.                                                                                                                 Amen  
 

Gracious God, the world you have made is one of beauty and bounty, a plethora of 

colours and textures and sights and sounds, all reminding us of your generous and 

creative nature. We rejoice that we are part of your glorious creation but confess 

that we have not always treated it with the love and care it requires. Forgive us and 

help us to live in ways that enable us and all your people to care for your world, 

enjoy its wonders and share its resources wisely. In the name of Christ,         Amen 
 

To the One who can keep us from falling, and bring us safely into his glorious 

presence, joyful and above reproach, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all ages, now and 

for ever.                                                                                                              Amen 
 

Gracious God, as we respond to your call in our lives, nurture within us the wisdom 

to respect your gift of life and your creation. May the roots of our faith be 

strengthened so that we reflect your kingdom values of justice, peace, hope and life 

for all. We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of your Holy Spirit.    Amen 
 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 
 

 

Bible Quiz Answers:-             1) Peter (Mark 2:33)              2) 99 (Genesis 17:1) 
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