
Notices for Sunday 3rd May 2020 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

              4th of Easter      //      Salvation History 
 

MESSAGE FROM JONA 

 

This week captain Tom Moore celebrated his 100th birthday after raising over £30m for 

NHS charities by walking laps of his garden. It's an amazing achievement and 

demonstrates in a very dramatic way something that is happening all over Britain; this 

crisis is bringing out the best in some people as we see responses that are generous in time, 

emotional investment, physical investment and/or money. It's amazing how many people 

are responding with generosity in so many different ways. I truly believe that there's 

something of Jesus in this. 

 

In Acts 2 we read, "They (Jesus' followers) would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need" (v45, NRSV) It begs the question; why 

would they do this? And the only reasonable answer is that they did it because, in doing so, 

they believed they were 'following' Jesus - copying his attitude, his spirit, his generosity 

and his way of living and being in the world. As much as I love Jesus, I'm not sure I'm 

quite ready to sell my 'possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all' - what 

about you?  

 

But I am committed to doing my very best to follow his way of living and being in the 

world and recognising that sometimes following and generosity are costly - which I believe 

is the point and challenge of that verse. Our lives shouldn't avoid things of cost as Jesus set 

the example of giving the thing of greatest cost, his life, for us. I encourage you to reflect 

on these questions; what does costly generosity look like for you in the current crisis? both 

towards the church, and others? 

 

Prayers 

A reminder of the invitation to join me in daily prayer at 1:30pm, or whenever works for 

you. This week we pray: 

Continual Prayers for: 

An outpouring of God's Spirit on the Church, our communities and wider. 

Those suffering with Covid-19 and their families and friends 

The NHS staff and all who are responding. 

Those struggling with loneliness. 

Our own church community that we may show Christ in our response to those around us 

and each other. 

 

    



Weekly Prayers for: 

Those for whom the current situation feels too costly 

Our Government and their response 

Care home staff 

Our own wellbeing and response 

Church and Circuit stewards 

Please don't allow this list to be prescriptive, pray as the Spirit leads   

                                                                                                                                 Jona 

 

LECTIONARY 

 

Acts 2 : 42-47,         Psalm 23,         1 Peter 2 :19-25,        John 10 : 1-10. 

 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) To what object does Jesus refer himself as to the sheep? 

2) Where did the believers continue to meet? 

      You will find the answers on the back page. 

 

PLANTS FOR SALE FOR CARE & SHARE - I will have the following plants for sale 

from this weekend to raise money for Care and Share. They will be at the entrance to 30 

Callerton Court, together with an Honesty Box from mid-day on Friday until Sunday 

evening.  Each item is priced at £3.  Please bring suitable receptacles for carrying plants. 

There will be no bags, trays or boxes. The plants this week are: Opinopogon (Black grass), 

Argyranthemum (Daisy - pink and white), Arum lily (makes a super house or conservatoy 

plant), French marigold, Lavendar, Mint, Aquilegia, Verbascum and Crocosima. 

You can telephone me on 01661 824459 to reserve and then call at the time you intend to 

collect.                                                                   Happy Gardening                Syd Cowan 

 

 

CORNERSTONE May’s edition is now available online via the Church website, one 

advantage there is that all the pictures are in colour. It is also available by clicking on this  

http://ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-May2020.pdf  

Or just ‘Google’ Ponteland Methodist Church and go to the right and click on 

Cornerstone, then select May 2020. Paper copies have been produced and distributed along 

with notices and service sheets to those without computers/email.                     Geoff/Andy 

 

 

PONT NEWS AND VIEWS Just a reminder that the May edition will not be popping 

through your letter boxes. You can view it online by going to the Town council website. 

http://www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/      On last checking, April’s was still on display ,but it 

should change to May next week hopefully.                                                                   Andy 

 

 

http://ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-May2020.pdf
http://www.ponteland-tc.gov.uk/


 

WESTEND FOODBANK  

FoodBank News for the first two weeks of lockdown from The Trussal Trust. 

 Over 6,250 emergency food parcels were provided to people in crisis each day, 

with close to 3,000 for children every single day during that fortnight! 

 We're hugely proud that food banks are continuing to meet this need despite some 

of the most challenging circumstances, and this would not been possible without your 

support. You have helped us achieve a great deal in the last few weeks, and we're 

incredibly grateful that you are standing alongside us, food banks, and people in financial 

crisis. 

The last few weeks have shown we must come together to protect each other against the 

unexpected. Like a tidal wave gathering pace, an economic crisis is sweeping towards us – 

but we don’t all have lifeboats. We need emergency measures to ensure people can makes 

ends meet during this crisis. We have the power to come together as a country and make 

sure support is there to stop any of us being swept into poverty during this emergency.  

 Your continued support is vital to the food banks in our network as they respond to 

this current crisis with versatility and courage. Thank you again.  

More info at https://newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk/   

You can donate at Waitrose next time you are in there shopping. 

                                                                                                                                   Andrew 

 

WASH BAGS FOR HOSPITAL PATIENTS 

You will have seen from last week’s notices that we have had an appeal from Jim Magee, 

the hospital chaplain for wash bags for hospital patients. This is something we can all help 

with. Please try to collect the following items:-  

A clear plastic bag to hold the basic essentials of soap, wash cloth, toothbrush and tooth-

paste, plastic comb, small packet of paper tissues. This covers both men and women, the 

only extra for men would be packs of 5 or 10 PLASTIC DISPOSABLE RAZORS. Little 

extras like lip balm and shower gel are also appreciated. Also, wrapped chocolates and 

biscuits for the staff, this prevents handling open products. Staff appreciate the little treats 

that help them through their day. 

If you are able to do this, please me and I will arrange collection either of items or 

completed wash bags and onward delivery to the hospitals in need. Many thanks, 

Rosemary Gray   contact details:-    rosemary.gray19@gmail.com or 01661 822493 

 

HELP IS AVAILABLE  If you need any practical help of any kind (e.g. shopping, 

collecting prescriptions etc.) then please contact Pete Cowey who you can contact  on 

Email: mrpetecowey@btinternet.com  or   Tel: 07771 857574     Thank You                      

 

 

 

 

 

https://newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk/


 

PRAYERS 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, draw our hearts to yours with a love that is irresistible; unite our hearts 

to yours with a love that is immeasurable, and bind our hearts to yours with a love that is 

inseparable; now and for ever.                                                                                        Amen 

 

Good-news God, when you promised Abraham a son in old age, 

Sarah responded to the gospel with laughter; 

when you promised Moses that you would deliver your people from slavery, 

he responded to the gospel by asking “Who am I?” and “who are you?”; 

when you promised Mary a son called Jesus, 

she responded to the gospel by saying, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord”; 

when you promised the disciples the coming of your Spirit, 

they responded to the gospel by waiting in prayer; 

when you promised Paul that your grace was sufficient, 

he responded to the gospel by finding contentment in weakness and hardship. 

Good-news God, make me laugh, make me wonder, 

make me submit, make me wait, make me content. 

Give me new life, give me identity, give me Jesus, give me Spirit, give me grace.      Amen 

 

God, beyond all our naming, the glory of creation reaches out to you. God, beyond all our 

reasoning, the voice of the universe sounds your praise; God, beyond all our knowing, all 

that lives finds its destiny in your presence.                                                                   Amen 

 

We praise you, O God, source of all being, eternal word and Holy Spirit; in wisdom you 

have brought forth the vibrancy of creation, in mercy you have called your people into the 

pilgrimage of faith, in weakness you have revealed the power of the gospel and in your 

providence you have raised up your servant Church; and so with all who long to fulfil your 

will, we pray that we may see your glory, hear your voice, obey your call and carry on our 

bodies the wounds of those faithful to your sending.                                                    Amen 

  

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 1pm. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) the gate (John 10:7)           2) In the Temple Courts (Acts 2: 46) 

mailto:Geoffandangela@btinternet.com

