
Notices for Sunday 5th July 2020 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Minister – Rev Jona Sewell  (Tel. 822057) 

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS BE KNOWN 
 

       14th in Ordinary Time     //     Bread of Life 

 

                         JONA’s MESSAGE 

 

The set Gospel reading for today contains these well known verses: 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” - Matthew 11:28-30 

 

I encourage you to stop and read those verses again - slowly, carefully, prayerfully - and let 

the promise wash over you. 

 

We all feel weary or burdened sometimes.  

We can feel weary from work, relationships, demands, physical exertion, routine, 

boredom... etc. 

Ask yourself honestly: what, if anything, is making me weary today?  

Prayerfully name those things before God, ask him to ease the weariness, and ask for rest 

for your body, mind and soul. 

 

We can feel burdened by grief, loss, expectations (from others and self), demands upon us, 

loneliness, sadness, a sense of spiritual dryness... etc. 

Ask yourself honestly: what, if anything, am I burdened by today? 

Prayerfully name those things before God, ask him to take the burden, and ask for renewal 

for your body, mind and soul. 

 

Jesus says the secret is to learn from him. Sometimes, as adults, we're not very good at 

learning life lessons because we don't want to admit we might have been not living as fully 

and freely in God as we can. What nonsense! Our pride cannot get in the way. 

What have you still got to learn from Jesus? His teaching, his speaking, his living and his 

way of being? 

 

Reflect quietly. 

 

Prayers 

A reminder of the invitation to join me in daily prayer at 1:30pm, or whenever works for 

you. This week we pray: 

 

    



Continual Prayers for: 

An outpouring of God's Spirit on the Church, our communities and wider. 

Those suffering with Covid-19 and their families and friends 

The NHS staff and all who are responding. 

Those struggling with loneliness. 

Our own church community that we may show Christ in our response to those around us 

and each other. 

Weekly Prayers for: 

Church Leaders as they seek to guide through conversations about reopening buildings. 

Businesses as they continue to reopen. 

Those whose job security is uncertain or those recently out of work. 

Families and home schooled children. 

Schools 

Please don't allow this list to be prescriptive, pray as the Spirit leads. 

 

I've been really challenged and encouraged by this short prayer which I pray daily and 

share with you with encouragement to make your own: 

To You, O Lord, I surrender my life. 

I pray to be Your servant. 

I pray to be aligned with Your will. 

I pray to fulfil divine potential for your glory. 

Amen.                                                                                                                             Jona 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

 

Genesis 24 : 34-38, 42-49, 58-67,     Psalm 45 : 10-17 or Canticle : 

 Song of Solomon 2 : 8-13,    Romans 7 : 15-25a,     Matthew 11 : 16-19, 25-30. 
 

 

The following questions are from today’s Lectionary using the NIV version:- 

1) Add the missing words to this verse  ”For my … is easy and my …… is light” 

2) Who did Isaac marry and what name did his mother have? 

 You will find the answers on the back page. 
 

 

OUR STREET CAN INITIATIVE 

Well - firstly an enormous thank you for your support during this amazing campaign.  The 

campaign will only run now through to the end of next week and the final drop offs to the 

Hilton will be between 10th and 14th July. We will let you know the final total of items 

collected but it is well over 15,200 already.   

Many thanks 

Rosemary Gray and Ela Akay 

 



HEDDON MEN’S FELLOWSHIP   Following on from June, we have another gathering 

on the 4th July for a men's fellowship online! 

Speaking will be Tim Gough who has been a Christian since God rescued him when he 

was 15 and on a way to Destruction.  He was the youngest person to attend Cliff College at 

17 and has been involved in church leadership since he was 18.  He spent many years 

working with young people preaching and worship leading both in the Local Church and 

also for a Christian conference in Scarborough. 

He has a passion for the local church and for worship. In his own words “I believe that we 

are called as Christians to do two things - Evangelise and also to fellowship together. This I 

believe is becoming lost and feel God is calling us to get back to what it means to be in 

fellowship with each other.”  He looks forward to speaking with you all on Saturday.   

 

Meeting details are as follows; 10:00am, Saturday July 4th  The room will be open from 

around 9:30am. 

Below is the web link for the "Zoom" meeting that will guide you through installing the 

platform onto your chosen device! You do not need to have a video or microphone to join, 

however if you have a device with access to either or both additions it would be of benefit 

as you can then participate rather than just observe! 

This is the second of our online meetings since the onset of the lockdown! We pray that it 

will be fruitful and a blessing to you! Please feel free to share this with the person/persons 

the Spirit has prompted you with! 

Did I mention this for men only? Sorry women! 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Web link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86960526947 

Meeting ID: 869 6052 6947 

Password        2Tim1:7 

Ok, if you have any issues getting online or would like to make sure you are set up 

correctly just give me a call, (07986067510) any day before the meeting, and I will do my 

best to arrange a time to guide you through the process and get you set up! 

Be blessed!                                                                                                      Steve Philipson 
 

CORNERSTONE 

The combined July and August edition is available from this weekend - in paper version to 

those without the internet and available online via the Church website - use this link below 

http://ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-Jul2020.pdf    

It should be there by Sunday!                                                                                          Andy 
 

THESE NOTICES 

I will continue to keep you informed weekly during July but will drop to fortnightly during 

August.                                                                                                                            Geoff  
 

LETTER FROM JONA  An update from our Minister will be emailed out with this 

week’s video service and service notes on Saturday evening. Paper copies will be delivered 

with the usual handouts to those without the internet.                                                    Geoff 

http://ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/images/cornerstone/Cornerstone-Jul2020.pdf


  

PRAYERS 

 

Be to us at all times, O Lord, our unending joy, our eternal bliss and our enduring comfort. 

Be to us light in the darkness, strength in temptation and refreshment in the desert. Being 

penitent for our sins may we never be separated from you and longing for your face may 

we behold you in heaven.                                                                                              Amen 

 

God of unimaginable love, we give you thanks and praise. 

For the love that welcomes the unlovely, 

for the love that pardons the unworthy, 

for the love that knows no limit, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

In the love that inspires our worship, 

in the love of which we would learn more, 

in the love we share in our caring, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

As your love in us serves our neighbour, 

as your love tells its story through us, 

as your love calls us your people, 

we give you thanks and praise.                                                                                     Amen 

 

Glory to God, creator of heaven and earth, who has made all things living. Glory to God, 

Father of all mercies, who has given his only-begotten son to be our Redeemer. Glory to 

God, fire of holy love, who for our sanctification has poured forth his life-giving Spirit. 

                                                                                                                                      Amen 

 

God of all our senses, show us how to express your gospel to all through: 

experiencing the aroma of the presence of Jesus in our own lives; 

tasting the joy of your love in worship as we honour you; 

listening for your voice in others, challenging us to be relevant for today; 

seeing opportunities to quietly and noisily express your grace to a hurting world; 

touching the hearts of those around us as we share your peace. 

God of all creation, teach us to experience your glory through all our senses so that we can 

engage creatively with our communities and share with them your love in action.      Amen 

 

Please send your notices to Geoff Lisle by next Friday, 12noon. 

Either by phone:- 01661 822532, by post:- 42, Ridgely Drive. NE20 9BL 

or by E-mail :-  Geoffandangela@btinternet.com 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answers:- 1) yoke, burden  (Matthew 11:30) 2) Rebekah (wife) & Sarah (mother) (Genesis 24:67) 

mailto:Geoffandangela@btinternet.com

