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THE (stand-in for Jona) MINISTERôS LETTER 
If you look at this yearôs calendar, youôll realise that the whole of 
March falls within the 40 days of Lent. In an earlier Ponteland 
weekly newssheet letter, I touched on how Jesusô 40 days in the 
wilderness preparing for His ministry, has become a pattern for 
our spiritual preparation for Holy Week and Easter. Jesus 
acknowledged that His self-denial and self-isolation was a way 
to focus His mind on what was ahead.  
As we engage in another period of Lent, I wonder if we become 
a little blas® about it all? The ñBeen there, done that, got the tee 
shirtò, sort of attitude! I must confess to sometimes feeling like 
that about the constant cycle of the annual church calendar. Yet 
because some things are familiar, well-known and repetitive, 
that doesnôt make them any less dynamic or stupendous. Take 
the wonder that the birth of a baby brings; babies are born day 
in day out, thousands every day, but to all those involved with 
each baby, the event is awe-inspiring. Or take a morning sun-
rise or evening sunset, something that happens 365 days a 
year. Despite their regularity, every so often, when you are in 
the right place at the right time, a sunrise or sundownôs colours 
and splendour can take your breath away. 
This is so true of Lent and Easter. It may come round each year, 
but the Easter message is as dynamic as new life, and if you 
look at it afresh, it can take your breath away. Lent is all about 
preparing yourself once again for Good Friday and Easter Day. 
Let me explain a little and apologise to Jona for possibly pre-
empting his message for April! 
First comes the incredible fact that the very Son of God, Jesus 
of Nazareth, offered His own life up for YOU! In the giving-up of 
His life, He gave each of us the means of being forgiven for all 
those things which blot our lives and drag us down. His dying on 
the cross brings us the wonderful gift of new life ï as new and 
wonderful as any new babyôs life. If you want to understand 
something of this, read the story of Nicodemus in John 3:1-21. 
The second amazing message of Easter is that Jesus rose from 
the dead. Think about it ï He rose from the dead ï He was 
dead, now He is alive! His rising from the dead is your assur-
ance that YOUR life continues beyond the grave. John 14:1-6 
explores that truth. It really is the breath-taking golden sunset 
that we can look forward to at the end of our lives. 
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But ï and there is always a óbutô in every argument ï the wonder 
of the Easter truths are only real for you, if YOU accept Jesus as 
the Son of God and believe in His death and resurrection. East-
er will continue to come round year in and year out and will nev-
er alter, yet the fact that its message for each of us is always the 
same, is its glory and not its downfall. 
Maybe you could think about all this during Lent as you prepare 
to re-encounter the events of Good Friday and Easter Day. I 
pray that even though Lent and Easter are old news, the coming 
weeks will convince you that there are new truths to be discov-
ered. 
With much Christian love,  

Robin Brooks 

EASTER 
As Iôve returned from my first monthôs sabbatical Iôve received a 
few questions about when we might expect the Church to re-
open for user groups and for worship. This is very understanda-
ble as recent government announcements have given us 
grounds for optimism that restrictions will be eased by early 
summer; the current falling infection rates and increase in num-
bers vaccinated certainly reinforce that sense of optimism. We 
cannot take this as a given though, as the government would 
undoubtedly remind us, there remain tests to be met and a de-
gree of provisionality about each stage.  
As I write this the recommendation from the District is that 
churches remain closed for worship for now, though this is un-
der regular review, and that opening for user groups will depend 
on future government guidance. We face the coming weeks and 
months then with uncertainty but with renewed hope and in 
prayer that we will return to ónormalityô in the not-too-distant fu-
ture. The final decision to reopen for worship will rest with the 
Church Council who will consider all appropriate guidelines and 
ongoing restrictions before making any decision. I will endeav-
our to keep you informed of any changes via Cornerstone and 
the weekly notices. 
We are currently planning for Holy Week and Easter Day ser-
vices to be online though I hope we will be able to hold a social-
ly distant Easter Day service in the garden ï weather permitting! 

Jona  
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ARISTARCHUS TRAVELS WITH PAUL(2) 
óWhy do you think Paul missed out on Ephesus when travelling 
up to Jerusalem?ô you ask.  Well, I wondered about that myself.  
He had had such a fruitful ministry there, probably the longest 
spell he had ever given to one growing community in his minis-
try up to that time, so I asked him about it as we sailed between 
Samos and Miletus. 
ñI am an apostle of the Lord Jesus,ò he said.  ñI know that He, 
when He struck me down on the road and sent me to the Gen-
tiles, sent me as his servant, not a master to his people.  All my 
three journeys with the Gospel to a world foreign to Jewish tradi-
tion have been directed by the Holy Spirit and not by my own 
will.   I know I was overruled by the Spirit many times in these 
years of ministry.  God forbid that I should seek my own glory: 
all the glory is from the Father alone and the Lord Jesus. 
ñIf a congregation is dependent on their minister too much, and 
will not learn that the Holy Spirit is the inspiration and power of 
God in ministry and service, it wonôt grow and have a spiritual 
life of its own and a fruitful mission in its world.  So no leader 
should think him or herself indispensable.  The church at Ephe-
sus is very dear to me, but has strong faithful leaders of its own 
and will grow even stronger when they can free themselves of 
any idea that my presence is essential to that growth.  As al-
ways, the Spirit is my guide and master in these matters..ò 
So at Miletus, the leaders of the Ephesian church came to the 
port to meet us.  When he explained that he was in haste to 
reach Jerusalem in time for Pentecost there was great concern 
among them, for they knew how much danger there would be 
for him from plots by Jews fanatically opposed to him.  Assassi-
nation plots had been avoided in so many places already and, 
as he said to them, they might never see him face to face again.  
So it was in tears that the Christians of Asia stood on the 
dockside as we sailed off to Lebanon, bound for the port of 
Tyre. 
ñThey will stand firm,ò he told me. ñThey are firmly founded in 
God.ò   

Acts 21, 22. Ephesians.   

John M Gill 
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TEN YEARS AGO 
I have found a poem I wrote on February 16

th
, 2011, ten years 

ago today - see below. So much has changed since then. The 
poem reminds me that in the morning I visited my Aunty May in 
Grange Lea Care Home and had lunch in our kitchen with my 
lovely husband Bob. The poem reminds me that in the after-
noon I drove to West Woodburn to take a birthday present to my 
friend, Diana, and in the evening I went to a talk at the library.  
Now here I am on February 16

th
, 2021. I grieve for dear Aunty 

May and dear Bob. Due to the pandemic I am unable to visit Di-
ana. And the library has been pulled down.  But some things 
never change. I walked again this morning through a thousand 
glorious snow-drops in the churchyard. Special things still 
abound. Heaven is still all around us: we just need to keep 
looking! 

 
One early Spring day  

An ordinary walk to the shops 
is made special by a thousand glorious snow-drops. 
A dutiful visit to the old folksô home 
is made special by an enjoyable conversation over deli-
cious coffee. 
A press on a door-bell 
is made special by the invitation to enter and sit and share. 
An everyday meal on the table 
is made special by the presence of another. 
A long drive to deliver a birthday present 
is made special by radiant sunshine on hills and moors. 
An unexpected telephone call 
is made special by good news that all is well. 
An authorôs talk at the library 
is made special by her joy and enthusiasm. 
A programme on the television 
is made special by its fascinating message of hope for 
those with heart disease. 
And this was just an average day.  
In a lifetime of days, special things abound. 
Heaven is all around us: keep looking! 

Ann Cooper 
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ECG CONFERENCE ï WHAT IS IT? 
 

As some of you know I have been Chair of ECG, a national 
Christian Conference, for some years now. However, for many 
ECG is a mystery. 
It began back in 2008, and was the inspiration of Stephen 
Lindridge, Ashley Cooper and Roy Crowne who decided to hold 
a small gathering of people who wanted to share in Godôs mes-
sage and then go and spread the word in their own communi-
ties. So, they put together a team from across the UK and got to 
work. 
From the beginning, the vision was clear. In fact, thatôs what 
ECG stands for: 
 

¶ Equipping today's generations to bring in Godôs King-
dom 

¶ Calling Christians to discover and renew Godôs unique 
vision and purpose for their lives 

¶ Going to serve, love and lead into discipleship those 
who donôt yet know Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Since 2012, the conference has been 
held at the historic Scarborough Spa.  It 
is held in the week after Easter, begin-
ning on the Tuesday and ending on the 
following Sunday.  It offers a full pro-
gramme of worship and teaching togeth-

er with late evening fringe events 
that include comedy, music, film and 
drama.  
ECG roots are in Methodism and, 
whilst many of our speakers and 
delegates are from a Methodist 
background, we do not choose 
guests on the basis of their denomi-
nation. Instead, we invite those who 
we feel offer real insights into Chris-
tian teaching and who can help us to 
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deliver what always proves to be an interesting, varied and fam-
ily-friendly programme. 
The Coronavirus pandemic has been a real challenge.  We 
were forced to cancel the conference in 2020 fully expecting to 
be able to go ahead this year.  This was not to be and we have 
had to cancel again.  However, we are firmly committed to 2022 
and plans are underway for this event and we are delighted that 
Calvin Samuel will be leading the morning bible study. 
As it would be such a shame to 
miss two years, we are delighted 
that, in conjunction with Cliff Col-
lege,  we have arranged  ECG 
Online for  Saturday 10

th
 April.  

This  will be an amazing oppor-
tunity to spend some time experi-
encing something of an ECG con-
ference from the comfort of your 
own homes. 
The day will begin with a bible study at 11.00 am led by Matt 
Miofsky.  Matt is the Lead Pastor of The Gathering United Meth-
odist Church in Saint Louis, Missouri.  He founded The Gather-
ing out of a belief that church could be different.  Since its be-
ginning, The Gathering has continued to see dramatic growth. 
The afternoon will include All Age Worship at 4.00pm and in the 
evening, at 7.00pm there will be a Worship Celebration. More 
details will be available shortly and you can keep up to date by 
accessing the website https://www.ecgevent.org.uk/ 
 
I hope you will take advantage of this unique opportunity to 
study, reflect and worship.   

Steve Small 
Executive Chair ECG Trust Ltd 

https://www.ecgevent.org.uk/
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The Covid lockdown has curtailed activities 
in Fairtrade Fortnight this year and it has 
disrupted the work of Traidcraft with church 
stalls cancelled. But the need to help the 
poor farmers and workers who produce our 
coffee, tea, sugar, cocoa and bananas to 
earn a fair return for their products, contin-
ues. 
Lent is a time for prayer, penance and 
almsgiving. Buying Fairtrade products to 
give their producers a living income, could 

be considered as almsgiving. With Lent in mind, we have ar-
ranged a video presentation on Zoom, called: - 
 ñLive Fair for Lentò, by Matt Oliver from Traidcraft on 23

rd
 

March at 8pm. 
Matt explains what the presentation is: - 
The Lent shows are very simple. It will be about doing some-
thing for Lent rather than giving up something.  
I will present 40 slides that will be ideas, products, producer 
stories, and facts about Fairtrade. The hope is not that folks 
will do all the ideas, but they will think, I like that one, I will give 
it a go or now I have something I can tell my friends when they 
ask, ódoes Fairtrade make a difference?ô 
After the meeting I hope there will be a fact sheet or at least a 
copy of the presentation available that folks can use to look 
deeper into any of the slides presented.  
I plan to talk for an hour tops, but you will be free to top and 
tail the evening as you like, and I will stay on the call to answer 
any questions. 
If you would like to join in to watch this presentation, let us 
know by email and we will send you the Zoom link and a digi-
tal or hard copy of the new Traidcraft catalogue ï state your 
preference (with an address if you would like the hard copy!). 
Thanks 

                                     Bev  
  pmc.pastoral@sky.com 

 

mailto:pmc.pastoral@sky.com
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Did you know that Fairtrade Fortnight started in Edinburgh in 
1997? Fairtrade Fortnight is now celebrated every year in a 
number of countries around the world, including Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. There are over 100,000 Fairtrade 
campaigning groups in the UK and over 6,000 Fairtrade la-
belled products available for sale. 
When you think of fair trade, the chances are you picture the 
well-known Fairtrade Mark or some of the best-known prod-
ucts, such as chocolate, bananas or coffee.  When you pick 
one of them up off the supermarket shelf or add it to your 
online grocery order, you might think about it being sold with 
fairer prices for suppliers.  However, Fairtrade isnôt simply 
about the prices paid for products. It is about the Fairtrade 
Premium, additional money paid over and above the cost of 
goods which communities can use as they choose, in digging 
a well, setting up a school, helping to diversify their crops.  
Fairtrade is all about equality of opportunity. For landless 
women in Honduras whose husbands have all fled north to 
avoid the drug cartels, Fairtrade means an economic alterna-
tive to decamping to the slums where they and their children 
risk human and/or sex trafficking. For the small indigenous 
community picking wild tea in the golden triangle around Thai-
land and Laos, Fairtrade is an alternative to harvesting opium. 
For many children, particularly girls, who have grown up with 
the benefits of education in their communities, Fairtrade offers 
an escape from grinding poverty. 
The focus of this yearôs Fairtrade Fortnight is the challenge 
that climate change brings to farmers and communities across 
the globe. 

https://email.traidcraft.co.uk/4EDA-10M2S-1WHZU4-UGW70-1/c.aspx
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Ćngel Guzm§n Santana, 54, knows what 
itôs like to see his hard work swept away. 
The first time his banana farm was hit by 
storms was in 2016 and it took months to 
get back on his feet.  After replanting in 
2017, Ćngel and his family were dealt an-
other blow as Hurricanes Irma and Maria 
swept in.  With prices for bananas so low, 
it is hard for farmers to build up savings for 
emergencies. Without the disaster recov-
ery fund Ćngel would have had to take out 
a loan to replant yet again and to rebuild 
his livelihood, resulting in large debts. 

The banana farmers of Las Mercedes, in the Dominican Repub-
lic, have used their Fairtrade Premium to develop a disaster re-
covery fund, ready to go at short notice, to help out for-example 
when crops are flattened by cyclones.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Las Mercedes farmers are also using the Fairtrade Premi-
um to shore up their defences against the effects of the weather 
in the future. They are planting trees on the river banks and also 
building walls around the river. 
The challenges of climate change have been compounded by 
the Covid-19 pandemic which has affected every part of the 
food supply chain and caused commodity prices to fall.  It has 
become even harder for impoverished farmers to cope with and 
protect against the effects of climate change. 
So each time you add a Fairtrade item to your shopping list, re-
member it is one more opportunity to show solidarity with com-
munities across the globe, to support individuals like Ćngel, and 
to help make the world a fairer place. 
A further positive action would be adding your name to the peti-
tion asking the UK government to sign up to a green trade 
agreement and get serious about tackling climate change.  Eve-
ry year the UK spends Ã10 billion subsidising coal, oil and gas, 
reducing the cost of extracting the very fuels that harm our plan-
et and making it harder for renewable energy to succeed.  The 
petition can be found at https://traidcraftexchange.org/accts 

Bev 


