May 2019

REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES
The regular weekly activities within the church are outlined below.
There are phone numbers given to ring if you need further information.
SUNDAY
10.00am The Bridge
10.00am Morning Service and Sunday Club
6.30pm
Evening Service
Holy Communion, morning and evening as announced
MONDAY
1.15pm
1.30pm
2.00pm
2.00pm

Prayers
Carpet Bowls
Open Door
Open Door Bible Study (2nd & 4th Monday)

TUESDAY
2.30pm
Women’s Fellowship (fortnightly)
5.45pm
Boys’ Brigade - Anchor Boys (term time only)
7.00pm
Boys’ Brigade - Junior/Company sections
WEDNESDAY
5.45pm
Girls’ Brigade - Explorers (term time only)
6.00pm
Girls’ Brigade - Junior/Company sections
THURSDAY
9.30am
Toddler Thursday (term time only)
7.30pm
Women’s Focus (fortnightly)
7.30pm
Men’s Forum (monthly)
FRIDAY
7.30pm
7.30pm

Bridge Prayer meeting (monthly)
Carpet Bowls

SATURDAY
9.30am
Meanders (fortnightly, tel: 871844)
10.00am Mini-Meanders (monthly, tel: 821845)
For details of House groups phone Chris Cogan on 0191 271 2637
Minister: Rev Jona Sewell
61 Cheviot View, Ponteland, NE20 9BH. Tel: 822057
E-mail: revjsewell@gmail.com
Church website http://www.ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/
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MINISTER’S LETTER
In this season of Easter, we think about the resurrection appearances. One of the most well-known is Jesus’ appearance to
Thomas. It’s fascinating that we use the adjective ‘doubting’ almost universally to describe Thomas. We use it in a negative
way as if somehow he should have known, but I wonder, would
any of us have thought differently? If we’d seen our friend die a
few days earlier, would we really believe that they were alive
again? People just don’t rise from the dead! I sometimes think
Thomas has had a bit of a hard time because he represents
most people, including you and me. Yet, John tells us that it is
because of the questions and doubts that Thomas has that he
has an encounter with Jesus. Jesus comes and reveals Himself, and tells him to believe; to believe in the resurrection, and
to simply believe the truth that Jesus was alive – this encounter
was all because of doubts and questions!
Many of us have doubts and questions, uncertainties about
faith, and if we’re honest we are not always good about being
honest about it! We’re not good at sharing these things as
they’re so often misunderstood as signs of weakness or of lack
of faith, but in my experience, when we face those doubts and
questions with humility and openness, then we meet with Jesus,
just like Thomas did. Then in the encounter we experience resurrection because we ourselves are transformed, and we are
taken deeper in our understanding and awareness of Jesus.
I’d love us to be a Church where questioners, doubters and
those who are simply ‘don’t knows’ are welcome. Welcome, not
to be told what they must believe, but in a way where they are
safe to doubt, question, explore and encounter Jesus, with freedom and integrity.
In this season of resurrection may we never be afraid to humbly
take our doubts and questions to Jesus and to discover like
Thomas, He comes to us, meets with us, reveals Himself to us
and never stops loving us. May we, like Thomas, believe in
Him.
God Bless

3

WHICH WAY?
During a recent Communion Service there was a moment of
confusion as a person, after receiving the bread and wine,
turned one way to return to their seat, whilst their spouse went
another. I smiled as the couple exchanged glances, with one
obviously feeling they were going the right way whilst the other
had transgressed. It set me wondering whether it really matters
which way we approach or leave the Lord’s Table, as long as
we do get there, and that being there changes how we live our
lives. Maybe there’s a message here for us all as we work towards joining the two morning services together…there isn’t a
“right” and a “wrong” way of worship, as long as we are all
seeking God and are willing to be changed by the experience.
Bev
MAY IN THE BRIDGE
The Bridge is a contemporary and informal
gathering for worship that meets in the
Church hall at 10am on Sunday mornings. All are welcome, including children,
and there is opportunity for refreshments
and fellowship both before and after the worship.
May Services are:
5th May - Video service
12th May - Steve Small
19th May- Joint service
26th May- Ann Cooper
A prayer evening is held on the second Friday monthly at Sue
and Abraham Matthews’s house. All are welcome. This month it
will be Friday 10th May meeting at 7.30pm.
The Bridge is appropriate for the seekers, the questioners, the
new to faith, the established in faith, the uncertain about
faith, the doubters and the certain. Come along and find a welcome.
Nigel Bates
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THE TALE OF A SHIRT
“Look what I found in the market this morning! Wonderfully
made, the finest weaving and all in one. Unfortunately it is badly stained on the back and there are marks on the shoulders,
too, though someone has tried to wash it.” The words came
from a woman standing in a group outside the Jericho Gate.
“Yes some stains are very hard to get out, especially blood,
and that’s what it looks like. But look at that embroidery at the
neck! Some wife or mother has put a lot of work and skill into
that. There are some initials woven over the breast, too. It has
been a real work of love. Where did it come from, do you think?
Not something anyone would throw away carelessly,” replied
her friend.
“The dealer said he bought it off a common soldier a week ago.
He had won it gambling with dice. No use to him, he said, as it
wasn’t military style, but worth something if you didn’t mind the
staining.”
“Excuse me,” said a passer-by with a Galilean accent, “I couldn’t
avoid hearing what you were talking about. Please can I have a
look at that shirt. If it is what I think it may be, I’ll buy it off you
for anything you might ask. What about ten denarii?”
“What, ten denarii for a soiled shirt! You must be joking. I only
bought it for a few pence because my eldest has a messy job in
a tannery and buys an old thing to wear for a week and then
bins it. You would be mad to pay all that for a used and stained
shirt, however wonderful the weaving and embroidery.”
“Not mad, but determined,” was the reply of the northern woman
who went on: “You don’t know its worth. See those initials embroidered here – I know who did that work and for whom. Mother-love wove that fabric, worked those letters. I know whose
blood stains the back, an innocent man who was flogged for
love of us all. I know whose clothes were shared out at the foot
of a cross. I’ll give anything you ask for that bloodied robe.”
“Who are you anyway?” asked the woman with the shirt.
“They call me Salome from Capernaum, and that shirt belonged
to my nephew and my Lord. Crucified two weeks ago, He rose
from the tomb three days later. My love and my Lord is risen,
and He will be my salvation and yours, too, if you believe”.
John M Gill
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YOMI SOBO
I hope that members of Ponteland
Methodist Church will know Yomi –
Local preacher and worshipper for
nearly 40 years! Now, well into his
eighties, he has dementia which
has developed over the years and
he is in Dementia Care at Brunswick. Dementia Care is a charity
and we are very grateful for their
expertise.
Daughter number 3, Femi, decided
to run the Paris marathon – all 26
miles of it – to raise funds for this
charity!
Although she is a keen runner she has
never done a Marathon so months
were spent in getting fit enough and
able to keep going. This is her first
and last Marathon! She has raised
nearly £2000 for Dementia Care and
she is very proud of her determination
and commitment! She ran past Notre
Dame, the day before the fire! It was a
terrific achievement!

If you wish to donate use
this: www.just giving.com/fundraising/
femi.sobo-allen
0r just contact Muriel Sobo on 871969
and I can deal with it muriel.sobo@talktalk.net
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APRIL IS THE CRUELLEST MONTH
According to T S Eliot. This saying is backed up with the warning “Till April’s dead, change not a thread”. Certainly the first half
of April was extremely cold with north-easterly winds driving
down from Scandinavia.
Far worse happened in the past with April 23 1981 registering
temperatures of -11C in the Highlands and blizzards piling up
snowdrifts 20ft deep. The entire country suffered extreme
weather from the Yorkshire Dales to the Mendips.
Late March and early April in the past was called the
“Blackthorn Winter” because the white blossom stands out
against the dark branches like snow.
Saints’ days in April and days of note are
April 1st All Fools Day
April 23rd St George’s Day
April 24th St Mark’s Eve
Amazingly cats are extremely good at forecasting weather! Before rain it is noted they become lethargic. When they wash their
whiskers and pass a paw behind an ear this is another warning
of imminent rain.
Also just before a depression strikes it has been noted that cats
run around the house in a mad fashion which coincides with low
barometric pressure and mercury falling fast. However when the
rain eventually arrives the cats would relax and watch it falling.
In ancient times mariners would watch the ship’s cat as they observed that “tail in the air and hair standing on end” meant a
gale approaching.
At the moment I have two pussy cat visitors staying with me so I
watch their every movements wondering whether I need to take
an umbrella!!
Jean Tweedie
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HELLO FROM ALISON
I hope you have all had a very Blessed Eastertime. It was a very
busy time in the lead up to Easter and lots of things happening. I
shared last month about the Easter Journey with 197 children
and I hope you enjoyed seeing some of the pictures.
In Holy Week I did a Family Easter Journey which has gone well
and all those who attended seem to have enjoyed the experience. It was a quiet place to reflect and take time out to think
about the journey Jesus took to the Cross. Thank you goes to
those who helped shift chairs before and after the event and
those who helped to set up and take down. I really appreciate it.
I was also involved in school assemblies and GB and BB Easter
celebrations through April and it is still a privilege to be involved
in so many activities.
Our next BIG ADVENTURE is the Holiday Club which is called
‘Backpackers’ and will take place from the 29th July until the 2nd
of August with the 3rd August being a big Family Fun day to
round it all off. By the time you are reading this there will have
been a meeting for those interested; however do not feel left
out. If you are willing to be involved at any level then please get
in touch with me, we need an army of volunteers to run this sort
of event, from admin to leaders, snack caterers and games players with crafty people and team leaders all required, and therefore the more the merrier!!
Other work is ongoing with lunch club assemblies at both Ponteland Primary and Richard Coates Schools and our uniformed
Brigades. I have decided to pull the homework Club as there
was no real interest from the High School although they had
suggested it. However, I truly believe God has big plans so
please join with me in praying for what might come.
So busy times ahead which God is blessing and I am so grateful
for all your prayers, love and support.
Blessings, love and prayers

Alison Maynard

See pictures on next page

9

Family Easter Journey

10

Easter Breakfast
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FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER - PART 3
We continue to reflect why it is that so many Christians feel discouraged - even guilty - about their prayer lives. Is it because
we endeavour to pattern our prayer lives on those of others?
Surely nobody can pray our prayers better than ourselves! God
accepts us as we are and although He longs for our growth and
development, it is not a condition for our acceptance.
What is Prayer?
Prayer first and foremost is a conversation with God. One dictionary definition defines conversation as an "informal exchange
of ideas by spoken words". We are talking now, of course about
personal prayer and not corporate prayer.
If prayer is conversation, then it involves both talking and listening and we may mark our progress by our increasing desire to
hear God speak rather than to speak ourselves. Exodus 33:1-23
gives us a wonderful picture of a divine - human conversation in
which we are told the Lord spoke to Moses "As a man speaks
with his friend". The passage is a beautiful model of prayer as
conversation. When we talk to God, we need to express ourselves in the same kind of language we use when talking to our
closest friends, never forgetting that when we talk to God, we
are in conversation with our heavenly Father. God, like all good
fathers, delights in the natural and uninhibited approach of His
children. We must, of course, guard against becoming too familiar with God, never forgetting that we are talking to the creator
of the universe. Nevertheless, we must not forget that He is our
Father and a friend.
In Genesis 18:16-33, we find another example of prayer as a
conversation. Abraham is so respectful in his approach to God,
yet he does argue his case with such incisive logic and he uses
down-to-earth language - the type of language used by a person
who is speaking to someone with whom he or she has a close
relationship. In an extract from the writings of a French Archbishop and theologian, Francois Fenelon, who lived in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, he wrote "Tell God all
that is in your heart and one unloads one's heart, its pleasures
and its pains, to a dear friend. Tell him your troubles that He
may comfort you; tell him your joys that He may sober them; tell
Him your longings that He may purify them; tell Him your dis-

12

likes that He may help you overcome them; talk to Him of your
temptations that He may shield you from them; show Him the
wounds of your heart that He may heal them; lay bare your indifference to good, your depraved tastes for evil; tell him Him how
vanity tempts you to be insincere; how pride disguises you to
yourself and others. Tell Him - He's your friend".
The point that Francois Fenelon was making is that if we are
open and honest to God then we will not lack things to say to
Him. We can talk to Him out of the abundance of our hearts, not
weighing our words for there is nothing to be held back. We can
say what we think.
Like Hannah, we should pour out our heart to God (1 Samuel
1:15). In Lamentations, we are told to "Pour out your heart like
water in the presence of the Lord" (Lam. 2:19).
Blessed is the man or woman who attains such intimacy with
God and talks with Him as friend to friend.
If we are going to spend time in prayer, we want to be certain
that our time is well spent, that our prayers are effective and we
want to enjoy our prayer time. A successful prayer life is not developed overnight and God has a personal plan for each of us.
We must pray boldly, expectantly and specifically. Our heavenly
Father loves us and so we can come fearlessly, confidently and
boldly to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16).
If we need help with our prayer life, we need to be honest with
God, telling Him our needs and He will help us if we ask Him to
do so.
" Lord teach me to pray".
We can, of course, be encouraged and helped by those around
us and others as we live our daily lives. Our ministers, house
group friends and other church friends, the reading of Christian
literature and other similar ways, can all be very beneficial aids
to our growth and needs for prayer.
Prayer is one of the ways we can show that our confidence is in
God. If we pray about everything instead of worrying and trying
to work it out ourselves, we say by our attitude and actions,
“Lord, I trust You in this situation".
Therefore, let us have confidence in our prayers and believe
God does hear us and is delighted by simple, childlike prayers
coming from a sincere heart. We can ask God for what we want
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and desire and trust Him to bring it, in His way when the time is
right.
Matthew 7:7,8
Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door
will be opened.
Brian Davis
This is an extra of one of the series of articles that Brian wrote
for Cornerstone many years ago.

VILLAGE NEWS
Lions Defibrillator used
The defibrillator paid for by the Coop
but installed at the Memorial Hall has
been used already. Ponteland Lions
organised the installation and there
was a contribution from the Town
Council. The fourth defibrillator has
been installed by Nathan Brown at the
Darras Hall Clinic on Broadway.
HSBC building
The ground floor of the old HSBC bank
building is being converted into a Bathroom showroom.
Health Check Initiative
Ponteland Primary Care Centre is offering a free monthly health
check. There were 15 attendees for the April event. The next
will be on Friday 10th May 2-4pm.
Jennifer Hardy
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This wonderful moist cake is reminiscent of a traditional
Gingerbread and is a perfect opportunity to use the seasonal rhubarb.
Judith

Rhubarb Spice Cake
140g/5oz margarine
100g/4oz dark muscovado sugar
300g/10oz SR flour
2 tsp mixed spice
1 tsp ground ginger
250g/9oz golden syrup
2 eggs, beaten
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
300g/10oz rhubarb, cut into short lengths
Icing sugar for dusting

Preheat the oven to 180°C/160°C fan.
Butter and line a deep 20cm/8in square tin.
Sift the flour and spices into a bowl.
Cream together the margarine and sugar.
Beat in the golden syrup.
Dissolve the bicarb in 200ml/7floz boiling water.
Gradually mix into the creamed margarine and sugar.
Fold in the flour and spice mixture.
Add the eggs and mix together.
Gently stir in the rhubarb.
Pour the mixture into the tin and bake for 50 - 60 mins until
the cake feels firm to the touch.
Cool in the tin for 5 mins and then turn onto a wire rack.
Dust with icing sugar before serving.
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GARDENING FOR MAY 2019
After over three weeks with no rain we have had one shower this
afternoon (25 April). I have been making an effort to get everything that ought to be outside planted, hoping for some rain. The
broad beans are in flower but there are few pollinators about.
Mange-tout peas have established, along with cabbage (red and
green), calabrese and cauliflower. The potatoes were planted on
Good Friday. Cultivated soil has gone very dry and watering has
been necessary both on the crops and all the planters.
Bulbs this year have been a wonderful show and have not been
damaged by high winds and heavy
rain. It is important for next year’s
show to deadhead (daffodils and
tulips) and feed the foliage so it can
grow and store the strength created
in the bulbs. I don’t bother with deadheading snowdrops and
crocus. I tend to feed these with fish blood and bone as you can
scatter over the top and wash in with the watering can. I use
“Growmore” (7:7:7) on the daffodils and tulips although many of
the tulips are just treated as annuals, buying new bulbs for planting late autumn. We still have daffodils in full flower and some
tulips with buds just opening. Using planters, suitable early and
late varieties can be chosen. I had used more slow release fertilizer in the compost mix for the pansies and wallflowers (in the
planting hole) with wonderful results. With so many planters
most of my composts are home-mixed, sieving and recycling
whenever I can. I incorporate last year’s tomato compost and
add sand and grit as appropriate.
After such a mild winter, warm weather in February and recent
dry weather May, this year, is a difficult month to anticipate.
There have been opportunities to catch up with vegetable gardening, weeding and cultivating the borders, dressing the lawn
and cutting earlier than usual. Of course after rain, look out for
the weeds – a light hoe should move them on if they are tackled
at the seedling stage.
If you sow annuals direct as “fillers” in the borders now is the
time to do it – warmed-up soil and now some moisture. To distinguish flower seedlings from weeds sow them thinly in rows; even
put markers (short canes) and labels so, if you haven’t got a gar16

den plan, you can identify and eventually thin, if necessary.
When thinning, instead of pulling out the seedlings you are going to discard and disturbing the ones that remain, take a pair of
small, sharp scissors and cut off slightly below ground level the
ones you wish to discard – they won’t grow again. Try Poached
egg plant which will flower for four months and attract bees but
never let it seed or you will have plenty of seedlings next year.
Nigella domascena is a feathery favourite (blue) which blooms
all summer and has seed pods afterwards. There are many varieties (from hot orange to creamy apricot) of Calendula – be
careful to avoid tall varieties as left unsupported they will flop.
The soft wild flower, Corncockle will attract pollinators to other
showier blooms. I started, about four years ago, with one plant
of Oxalis and have split the tubers a couple of times. Oxalis is a
summer bulb which can be planted in the ground, pots or even
hanging baskets. The gorgeous leaves and pretty flowers will
look good for a long time and come up again next year (need
markers so that you don’t dig them up!!). It is important in May
to harden off tender plants such as pelargoniums, fuchsias and
even tougher bedding plants such as lobelia, alyssum and anterhinums before planting out in late
May/early June. Very tender plants
such as impatiens (the various types
of Busy-Lizzie) and begonias need
warmth for a few more weeks and
protection if frost is forecast – watch
the weather forecasts – they are often very accurate for at least a week
ahead. If, of course, you would rather fill up some of the empty spaces with perennials consider Gaillardia, Kniphofia, hardy Osteospermum, Leucanthemum, Astratia, hardy geraniums, Achillea,
Echinacea, Lobelia, Lupin, Rudbeckia Goldsturm, Delphinium,
Verbena bonariensis, Nepta, Salvia and others – available on
mail order and many will be available at Cowells.
Good gardening in May, don’t rush to plant anything tender,
bring some plants to the Plant Sale on the 11th and buy some
more. Even, only come for refreshments and fellowship.
Syd Cowan
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FAMILY NEWS
Marjorie Scarlett is home after a few weeks in hospital.
Best wishes to Margaret Cowan, who celebrates a special
birthday this month.
Neil, Kathryn, Heidi and Brenda Rutter are pleased to announce the birth of James Edward Arthur.
Our thoughts and prayers are with David Penry, who is currently in hospital.
Ray Rickwood has recently celebrated a very special birthday.
Brian Hardy is recovering well from a recent fall.
We remember both Sheila Browell and Noreen Green, who
have been unable to share in worship with us for a while.
Congratulations to Alison Bates on her special birthday.
Alan Scott has moved to Durham to be near his family. We wish
him well.
Sheila Browell is delighted to have another granddaughter, Isabella Alice.
Joan Harrison is happy to have another great-granddaughter,
Matilda Rose.

John and Pat Turner are grateful for the many cards and messages of kindness and prayer they are receiving.
David Macdonald is on the move.
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
May
Sunday 5th
11.30am General Church Meeting
Thursday 9th 7.30pm Focus AGM
Saturday 11th 10-12noon Plant Sale
10.00 Mini Meander at Northumberlandia
Tuesday 14th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship—Annual meeting
Thursday 17th 4.00pm Meanders weekend in Keswick
June
Sunday 9th

1-5pm Party in the Park

SPRING TIME
Look at the flowers bursting in bloom
Their beautiful colours....
We’ll see them all soon
Mornings broken by birds early
What a lovely season in which to belong.......

MY FRIEND
From your beginning
Through to the end
You can guarantee
Jesus is your constant friend.

Noreen Green

BRIAN DAVIS
“Joyce,Tony,Steve,Graeme and all the family would like to
thank everyone most sincerely for taking part, helping and sharing with us in giving Brian such a wonderful Thanksgiving Funeral Service on 1st April. You have all truly supported us, both
during Brian’s illness and afterwards, with your prayers, beautiful cards, messages of sympathy, flowers and so much loving
kindness in so many ways. We just cannot thank you enough
for showing us the “ love of Jesus” and you have been a real
blessing to us all.”
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Preachers
May
5th 10.00am Video service
10.00am Sewell
6.30pm R Brooks
12th 10.00am Small
10.00am Hood/Rontree
6.30pm Stephenson
19th 10.00am Woolley (S)
6.30pm Sewell (S)
26th 10.00am Cooper
10.00am Orrock
6.30pm Forrester
PONTELAND METHODIST CHURCH

ANNUAL SPRING PLANT SALE
SAT 11TH MAY 10AM -12PM

LOTS OF BEDDING AND HOUSE PLANTS
HOME MADE PRESERVES
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
FREE EVENT ALL PROCEEDS TO CARE & SHARE

From The Editors
Don’t forget that copy for the June edition of Cornerstone
should be with the editor by Friday 24th May 2019. The editor’s
email address is andrew73anderson@gmail.com . The editorial
committee is Andy Anderson, Jennifer Hardy, Jona Sewell and
Viv Whyte.
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