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REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
The regular weekly activities within the Church are outlined below.  
There are phone numbers given to ring if you need further information. 
 

SUNDAY 
10.00am Morning Service and Sunday Club 
6.30pm Evening Service 
  Holy Communion, morning and evening as announced 
 

MONDAY 
1.15pm Prayers  
1.30pm Carpet Bowls 
2.00pm Open Door  
2.00pm  Open Door Bible Study (2nd & 4th Monday) 
 

TUESDAY 
2.30pm Womenôs Fellowship (fortnightly) 
5.45pm Boysô Brigade - Anchor Boys 
7.00pm Boysô Brigade - Junior/Company sections 
 

WEDNESDAY 
5.45pm Girlsô Brigade - Explorers (term time only)  
6.00pm Girlsô Brigade - Junior/Company sections 
 

THURSDAY 
9.30am Toddler Thursday (term time only) 
7.30pm Womenôs Focus (fortnightly) 
7.30pm Menôs Forum (monthly) 
 

FRIDAY 
7.30pm  Carpet Bowls 
 

SATURDAY 
9.30am Meanders (fortnightly, tel: 871844) 
10.00am Mini-Meanders (monthly, tel: 821845) 
For details of House groups phone Chris Cogan on 0191 271 2637 
 

Minister: Rev Jona Sewell 
61 Cheviot View, Ponteland, NE20 9BH.  Tel: 822057 

E-mail: revjsewell@gmail.com 
 

Church website  http://www.ponteland-methodist-church.org.uk/ 
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MINISTERôS LETTER 
I recently spent a wonderful day at Boysô Brigade camp.  While I was 
there we did an activity that I had never done before ï Kayaking.  
Once we had climbed into our individual kayaks and made ourselves 
comfortable, we were pushed, one by one, off the landing area and 
onto the water. 
When I was first pushed onto the water it felt very alien to me.  The 
slightest lean either way made it feel like I was going to capsize and 
sink.  I was struck by the grace and ease by which the instructors 
moved.  They seemed to be able to get the kayak to go wherever they 
wanted and to turn, however quickly and in whatever direction they 
wanted.  Meanwhile I struggled to go straight and, even though I man-
aged to turn, it took a while to get pointing in the right direction.   
However, with a bit of instruction and a little bit of practice I was 
amazed at how quickly I took to it, and how quickly the skills began to 
develop.  By the end of the session, and with growing confidence, we 
were all sliding in our kayaks down a bank and onto the water with a 
great splash. See photo. 
I wonder if trying new faith activities or 
sharing our faith can be a bit like this.  
We feel uncertain, like we might cap-
size, and we see other people doing it 
who seem confident and certain, and 
we think óI could never do thatô.  But 
when we try it, when we have the con-
fidence to push ourselves off and trust 
that the Spirit will hold us, then we find 
that we donôt capsize.  And at first, we 
might struggle, words might not come 
easily, we might be uncertain of the di-
rection of travel and what it is we need to say or do.  Yet, with prac-
tice, our faith and our confidence are built, and our gifts and ability de-
velop. 
Part of what it means to be followers of Jesus is to share what we are 
about; to tell people about Godôs love and grace; to show Godôs com-
passion, and to be a people who build peace, work for justice, and tell 
others the good news of Jesus. 
I pray that, young or old, we will have the confidence to give this a try 
and to take opportunities.  Doing this we will learn, grow in confi-
dence, and others will come to discover what we have learned - that 
God is great and worthy of our trust, lives and service. 
God Bless 
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NEWS FROM 1
ST
 PONTELAND GIRLSô BRIGADE 

The motto of the Girls' Brigade is "Seek, Serve and Follow 
Christ" and its Aim is "To help girls become followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and through self-control, reverence and a 
sense of responsibility to find true enrichment of life". 
We are delighted to let you know that our Girlsô Brigade has 
now started back up again. We have welcomed 52 girls this 
year ranging from ages 5 to 19. 
GB has rearranged itself a little and has renamed the four 
groups as follows: 
Nvestigate (ages 5-8) 
Ngage (ages 8-11) 
Ncounter (ages 11-14) 
Nspire (age 14+) 

We have great plans. We are going to investigate issues that 
deal with helping others, relationships, money matters and 
stewardship. Our leaders are full of great ideas and want the 
girls to have the best experience in learning. 
We also have three sleepovers planned. We do this because 
being together in fellowship is important and fun. We play 
games and share food together. Sleepovers also encourage the 
girls to join the Sunday congregation and worship God together 
with the Church community.  
In May we are going to have GB camp and we will be staying at 
the Youth Hostel in Seahouses. 
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Recently GB has been able to secure some funding to organise 
a community event and we would like to invite you all to a 1940s 
style Remembrance Afternoon Tea on 9

th
 November. It will take 

place at Ponteland Methodist Church. There will be more infor-
mation nearer the time but please book this date in your diaries 
and come along with anticipation.  
Although we are blessed with many helpers, we are open to folk 
who wish to gain experience in enabling our girls to grow in our 
own Church and care for them. We have a rota in place which 
allows anyone wishing to support us to choose when they can 

be available. So if you feel you would like to help, we welcome 
you with open arms. 
We also appreciate your prayers. Please pray for us as we work 
with the folk in our community and look after young girls with so 
much potential. We want everyone to have hope and know that 
we are here for them.  
If you wish to get in contact with the leadership team, please 
email Fiona Thompson on pontelandgb@hotmail.com . 

Helle Sewell 

mailto:pontelandgb@hotmail.com

